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Welcome!
It’s my distinct pleasure to welcome you to Capella University’s virtual 
commencement ceremony. All of us at Capella—our board of trustees, faculty, 
and staff—are honored to celebrate with you and recognize the significant 
accomplishments of all our graduates. 
 
This unique moment in time touches all of us. While we wish we could celebrate 
your achievement together, I want to recognize that our coming together, virtually, 
is historic and meaningful. 

Your academic achievements, determination, and perseverance have brought you to 
this point. The diplomas and certificates earned recognize new achievement as well 
as new responsibilities—to your community, profession, family, and to yourself. You 
have the knowledge, skill, and professional countenance to make your part of the 
world a better place and to serve as a role model for those aspiring to attain what 
you have. 

As a participant in commencement, you join more than 90,000 Capella graduates 
who have gone before you. Many more will follow. Your success is a beacon to us 
all, and this commencement underscores the dedication and drive you showed 
throughout your studies. We stand together, better prepared, more focused, more 
deeply committed to making a difference in the future we share as a community. 

As you move forward with your life and career, the support of Capella University 
remains with you. I encourage you to stay close to Capella through our Alumni 
Association and let us know about your achievements. 
 
To the loved ones of our graduates: You deserve special recognition. We appreciate 
the unique challenges that our learners face as well as the sacrifices required of 
those around them. Your support and encouragement helped make their success 
possible. On behalf of Capella’s learners, faculty, and staff, I extend our sincere 
gratitude and admiration. 

Graduates, I encourage you to savor this moment—it is one you will long remember 
and cherish. Take pride in your accomplishments. We are honored to celebrate with 
you.

Sincerely,

Richard Senese, PhD, LP
President, Capella University
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Commencement Speaker   |   Wes Moore
Wes Moore is the CEO of Robin Hood, one of the largest antipoverty forces in the 
nation. He is a bestselling author, combat veteran, and social entrepreneur. Moore 
grew up in Baltimore and the Bronx, where he was raised by a single mother. He 
graduated Phi Theta Kappa from Valley Forge Military College in 1998 and Phi Beta 
Kappa from Johns Hopkins University in 2001. He earned an MLitt in International 
Relations from Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar in 2004. He then served as 
a captain and paratrooper with the US Army’s 82nd Airborne, including a combat 
deployment to Afghanistan. He later served as a White House Fellow to Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice. 

Moore’s first book, The Other Wes Moore, provided an analysis of American stories 
of success and failure. It became a perennial New York Times bestseller and has 
been optioned by executive producer Oprah Winfrey and HBO. He has authored 
other bestselling books, including The Work, Discovering Wes Moore, This Way 
Home, and, most recently, Five Days. 

Before becoming Robin Hood’s CEO, Moore was the founder and CEO of 
BridgeEdu, an innovative tech platform that addresses the college completion and 
job placement crisis by reinventing freshman year for underserved students. Moore 
has also worked in finance as an investment banker with Deutsche Bank in London 
and with Citigroup in New York. He has served on numerous nonprofit and social-
impact boards and is a lifetime member of the Council of Foreign Relations. 
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Capella University Academic Administration

Richard Senese, PhD, LP
President

Constance St. Germain, EdD, JD
Provost

Barbara Butts Williams, PhD
Executive Dean
External Relations and Partnerships
Dean Emerita, School of Business 
     and Technology

Heather Welzant, PhD
Dean
School of Education

Melissa McIntyre, PhD
Associate Dean
School of Education

Josh Stanley, EdD, NCC, ACS
Dean 
School of Counseling and Human Services

Todd Wilson, PhD
Dean
School of Business and Technology

Cheryl Boncuore, PhD
Associate Dean
School of Business and Technology

Jennifer Straub, PhD
Associate Dean
Division of Arts and Sciences

Elizabeth Riley, PhD
Dean
Harold Abel School of Psychology

Charlyn Hilliman, PhD
Dean
School of Public Service Leadership

Elizabeth (Betty) Nelson, PhD, RN
Dean
School of Nursing and Health Sciences

Bridget Roberts, PhD
Associate Dean
School of Nursing and Health Sciences

Ying Iverson, PhD
Assistant Provost
Academic and Faculty Affairs 

Curtis Brant, PhD
Dean
Research and Scholarship

Kelly Brooks
Registrar

Christy Davidson, DNP, RNC-OB
Director
Academic Success

Genevieve Feliu, PhD
Vice President
Academic Initiatives

Kate Freeborn
Director
Academic Operations

Tom Sonnek
Director
University Operations & Analysis
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Board of Trustees

Eric Jolly, PhD (Chair)

Mark Brown, MBA

Adrian Butler, DM

Rochelle Petermann, MS, LPC, CCMHC, NCC

Christopher King, PhD 

Diane Dayson, PhD

Lori Riley, MBA

Diana Rodriguez, MBA, MEd

Richard Senese, PhD, LP

Steven Snyder, PhD

Todd Sorensen, JD (Board Secretary)

Dwaun Warmack, EdD

Harry Williams, PhD
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 AM 

Greeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric Jolly, PhD 
Capella University Board of Trustees, Chair

The National Anthem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Akilah Etienne

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Senese, PhD, LP 
President, Capella University

Commencement Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wes Moore

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees . . . . . . Elizabeth (Betty) Nelson, PhD, RN  
Dean, School of Nursing and Health Sciences

Conferral of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Senese, PhD, LP, President, and 
Constance St. Germain, EdD, JD, Provost, Capella University

Ceremony Closing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Senese, PhD, LP, President, and  
Capella University faculty and leadership
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Benjamin Abankwa *
Sando V Abbas *
Alex M Abdu *
Sonja Acosta *
Diletha Adams
Tamara Dawn Adams *
Kerlyne Adeus *
Shauna Adikaylor *
Diana Ofosu Adjei
Abdi Mohamed Adow *
Carmilyn Ocampo Aguilar *
Lauren Michele Aguilera *
Sherry Lee Ahlstrom *
Geganush Susan Akhverdyan *
Yvone Akufongwe *
Eveline Akumchi *
Olabimpe Tosin Aladedunye *
Gibsiclary Alba *
Bethany Albaugh *
Marlana Alexander *
Naailah Ali *
Alexandra Alonso *
Jorge Alpizar *
Sara Amm *
Brenda Amelia Amoah Daniels *
Desiree Anderson *
Kathleen Anderson
Nicole Anderson *
Staci Anderson *
Stephanie Anderson *
Dolores Andrews *
Lindsey Andrews *
Misty B Andrews *
Jane Angwenyi *
Ariana Arden *
Vanessa Ariza *
Mary Armeni *
Nicolas Armenta *
Brandy Sanchez Arredondo
Linda Arreguin
Cora Artis *

Constantine Nadia Asangwe Timbong *
Kaitlin Ash *
Sharlee Ashley *
Kelsie Ashmore *
Kinner Atekwane *
Jennifer Atkinson *
Akassi Atta *
John Attebury *
Kayla Atwood *
Elizabeth Auckland
Haley Marie Auer *
Linda Marie Augustine
Jennifer Ayers *
Danny David Azerrad *
Izadora Azevedo *
Stephanie Azevedo *
Precious M Babalola *
Heather Bachtle *
Vincenza Bader *
Karen Baer *
Sherita Bailey *
Tricia Bailey *
Dorothy Bain *
Allison Baker *
Lisa Baker *
Angie Balanay *
Iiesha Balkcom *
Brenda Ballard *
Brittney Balog *
Feruza Balsam *
Gasnel Banks *
Chasity Baptista *
Tawana Barham *
Jennifer Barker
Stephanie Barker *
Ashley Alyse Barr
Angelette Kaleikoa Barrera *
Caleb Barrett *
Mallory Barrett *
Brandi Nicole Barrick *
Tracie Dianne Bartlett *

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G

School of Nursing and Health Sciences

*FlexPath Graduate
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B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G   continued

Carmen Batista *
Brittni Sue Baugh *
Canada S. Baughman *
Kereida Beadle *
Mikel Nichole Beck *
Jacqueline Becker
Brandy Nicole Beckham *
Natalie Beckinger *
Jolita Beckstrand *
Lisa Bedy *
Lindsey Beene *
Brittany Anne Beinborn *
Amy Beirao *
Stephanie Belew *
Christina Belfield *
Edwina Bell *
Makayla Bellar *
La’Teria Arnita Bellman *
Michelle Benavides *
Katrina Bencio *
Jaimi Bengtson *
Miranda Bengtson *
Christopher Benne *
Rachael Bennett *
Sarah Elaine Bennett *
Heather Benson
Eva Bentley *
Ashley Berg *
Michelle Renee’ Berlin *
Christine M Bernhardt *
Heather Berry *
Marissa Berry *
Alexandra Best *
Irasema Betancourt *
Maria Beth *
Mimi Lou Bettie-Johnson *
Stephanie Ann Betz *
Jennifer Kristina Bingham *
Lynn M Binns *
Amber Bittner *
Tara Roychell Blair *
Heather Dawn Blais *
Abigail Blake *
Marissa Blake *
Patricia LaDonna Blake *

Rebeckah Block *
Dolores Boehlke *
Cynthia Bohenek *
Ashley Jade Bohr *
Kelly Bollman *
Chambray Boone *
LaShanda Boone *
Magen Boring *
Kayla Dawn Bosley *
Joelle Botti *
Miranda Botton *
Haide Bovio *
Sheila Rea Bowens *
Meghan Bowers *
Jordan Bowman *
Jacqueline R Boyce-Cheshire *
Elaine Boyd
Nicole Bracken *
Kristine Bradbury *
Patricia Bradley *
Jeremy W Brakeman *
Thomas Brandenburg *
Ashley Breezee *
Jessica Charlotte Brewer *
Jessica LeAnn Brewer *
Donna Bridges *
Matthew Briggs *
Berenice Brito *
Jennifer Britton *
Jennifer Brooks *
Lauren Brooks *
Michelle Lynn Brooks *
Jennifer Brosky *
Lucinda J Brower *
Amanda Alene Brown *
Angela Marie Brown *
Donna Brown
Kevin Brown *
Sherry Brown *
Victoria Brown
Denya Brown-Morales *
Andrea Brown-Whittingham *
Jennifer Ann Bruce *
Angela Bruner *
Haley Bruno *

*FlexPath Graduate
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B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G   continued

Patricia Bryant *
Maura M Buck *
Shannon Christy Buharp *
David K Bungei *
Kenneth Bures *
Priscilla Burgess
Amy Burton-Rose *
Billie Jo Busby *
Patricia Gail Bush *
Stephanie Ann Bustillos *
Jessica Butler *
Oleg Buzhduga *
Lauren Buzzard *
LarkAnn Byrd *
Stefanie Cadotte *
Stephanie Ann Caffarelli *
Keley A Cain *
Lashae Caines *
Brittney Calandra *
Marah Campbell *
Ryan Canaria *
Maritza Cantarero *
Ashton Carder *
Sandra N Cardoza *
Amy Carnell *
Sarah Carr *
Leigh Ann Carrier *
Heather Casil
Misty Joy Castro *
Jerimie Caudill *
Tonya Chadwell-Orsini *
Nirlaip Chahal *
Makayla Champion *
Brianna Charney *
Taylor Charvat *
Tiffany Gwynndolyn Ashley Chatham *
Abida Chaudhary *
Vanessa Chavarria *
Yanet Chavez
Friceline Chelot
Hui Chen *
Kayla Chizek *
June Cho *
Jennifer Susan Christian *
Heather Dolores Cialella *

Karen Ciciarelli *
Clara Clark *
Sherry Clark *
Joanne Michele Clark-morrell *
Kelsey Clay *
Kayla Marie Cline *
Crystal Cluraghty *
Amy K Cochran *
Stephen Codispoti *
Catarina A Coelho *
Sarah Denise Colbeth-Waterman *
Lyneah Cole *
Stephani Coleman *
Austin Collins *
Denise R Collins
Allison Nicole Conant *
Noshia Tiki Conerly *
Paige Conlee *
Ishah Conteh *
Allison M Cook *
Jayanne Cook *
Courtney Coons *
Autumn Cooper *
Rebecca Ann Corcoran *
Clara Renee Cornwell *
Teresa Coronel *
Samantha Corts *
Trisha Covert *
Jessica E Cox *
Stacie Coy *
Jennifer Nichole Craig *
Samantha Craker *
Katrina Crandall *
Mary Crane *
Sarah Noelle Crawford *
Timothy Lee Creamer *
Bonnie Cresse *
Ashley Crispin *
Jordan Page Crownover *
Amanda Cruden *
Frank Crum
Claribel Cruz *
Rebecca Cullen *
Melinda Curry *
Heidi Cutter *

*FlexPath Graduate
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Diane Cyphert *
Amanda Czarnecki *
Stephanie Dagger *
Alysha Marie Dahlstrom *
Ashlee Dailey *
Tabitha Amanda Damm *
Mfonobong Goodness David *
Brittney Davis *
Rachel Davis *
Stacey Davis *
Imelda I de Leon *
Kinga Debowski *
Megan Decker
Rasheena Deen *
Alyssa DeFilippo *
Tara Degrazia *
Madison Delaney *
Samantha Dellafave *
Amanda DelSignore *
Amanda DeLuca *
René Erin Dempsey *
Melissa Denburg *
AnnMarie Desrosier *
Ruth Devalon *
Vincent Robert DeVito *
Kecia Dewar *
Rebecca L Dial *
Allyson Dirks *
Amanda Lynnae Dittman *
James Ditzler *
Donna Marie Dixon *
Melody Dobson *
Jaclyn Doll *
Emily Dollarhide *
Jacklyn Donley *
Margery Donovan *
Sarah Dorl *
Monica Dorsey *
Kaycie N Dousharm *
Kara Downing *
Christina Drawdy *
Nicole C Drost *
Martina Drum *
Raquel Duarte
Janett Duff *

Megan Dufort *
Jolene M Dunlavy *
Teresa Dunne *
Sarah Dunsmore *
Oluwaseye T. Durosoga *
Elizabeth Ann Durso *
Monica Dyer *
Brandie Ann Dzedzej *
Danielle Easley *
Kenshay Ebhohon
Grace Ebot *
Jacquelyn Michelle Eckert *
Sara Edlin *
Nadia Edouard *
Brittany Edwards *
Kathy Edwards *
Sherry Eicher *
Allison Mae Eischens *
Tara Jo Elizondo *
Jennifer Marie Eller *
Makenna May Ellis *
Roslyn Ellis *
Christina Lynn Elmore *
Maria Engelman *
Nisha Nicole Enriquez *
Mary Ann Ensign *
Sarah Enyard *
Kylea Eplin *
Jennifer Eppich *
Amber Erb *
Amanda Erdman *
Tammerya L Erdmann *
Nirmala Eriyamulla
Martha Lumngwegang Eseh *
Diana c Espinosa *
Kristen Renee Etchechoury *
Amy Euresti *
Lisa Marie Fagan *
Leah Falcone *
Jin Fan *
Amy Fargnoli *
Alyssa Farnam *
Mayleigh Farrow
Thomas Neil Faryniarz
Johna Ann Fasino *

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G   continued

*FlexPath Graduate



C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 0     |    11

Marievis Febles Puentes *
Ellise L Feezor
Ana Lorena Fernandez Alvarez *
Kayla Ann Batista Ferreira *
Amanda Jo Fields *
Maribel Figueroa *
Miriana M Figueroa *
Meredith Findley *
Caitlin Elizabeth Fiore *
Wendy Fischer *
Katie Flaherty *
Kathleen Fleming *
Jean Fletcher *
James Florence *
Yatnara Fonseca *
Christine M Forman
Lauren Forshay *
Kathryn Louise Forsyth *
Katherine Foulon *
Chelsey Fountain *
Elizabeth Fox-Short *
Natalie Frankart *
Angela Rose Franklin *
Crystal Freeman *
Janice Elaine Freidrichs *
Darren Friday *
Carrie L Friedman
Tarah Friedrich *
Gabriella Frond
Stephanie Fuchs *
Melissa Ann Fuhrman *
Christen Funk *
Christina Smith Furr
Junior Fritz Gabriel *
Channin Sue Gaddis *
Linsey Gaffney *
Tiffany Gagliardi *
Emily Gahagan
Crystal Gainey *
Christie Sue Gallagher
Amanda Gallo *
Susannah Gallogly *
Heather Galvan *
Candida Gamboa *
Crystal Gammone *

Michelle Garcia *
Samantha Garcia *
Anna Gabriela Garcia Ochoa *
Jessica Gardner *
Brandy Garner *
Sherley Gaston *
Maria Gaudino-Smith *
Grigoriy Genis *
Beverly Gerald *
Samantha Gerod *
Marcy Gevaudan *
Shandy Ghanayem *
Debra Giannitsis
Sara Gibson *
Keertan Gill *
Melissa Gilliam *
Tsega Gilmariam *
Lisbeth Glorioso *
Leary Glover *
Candace Goeske *
Susan L Goetz *
Shelbi Goff *
Mariam Gogodze *
Melissa Golden *
John Gonzaga *
Denise Goodwin *
Julie Gordon *
Rebecca Gordon *
Nicole Goulette *
Amanda Gow *
Sean David Gowers *
Samantha Jo Graf *
Yanique Graham *
Kristi Grant *
Deborah Gravatt *
Crystal M Green *
Shawna Green *
Hannah Greene *
Donald Greer *
Prabhjot Grewal *
Morgan Catharine Grim *
Megan Grimsley *
Robert Grossman *
Tammi Melissa Grundhoefer
Theresa Guadagna *

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G   continued

*FlexPath Graduate
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John C Guedry *
Melissa Ann Gustin *
Jessica J. Hadden *
Justine Haden *
Shauna Haines *
Patricia Anne Halbersma *
Donna Hall *
Nichole Hallfrisch *
Jong Han *
Emily Hanken *
Ricky Hanks *
Abigail Hanna *
Brian Hansen *
Stacy Hansen
Debra Hanson *
Janel Hanson
Andrew Joseph Hape *
Tonya Hardy
Krista Harrington *
Jane Harrod *
Samantha Hartman *
Monica Harvey *
Jennifer Lynn Haslett *
Stacie Hass
Fardos Hassan *
Oulfath Hassan *
Susan Haswell *
Ashley Hatzidakis *
Lindsey Dew Havenga *
April Dawn Hayes *
Melissa Hayes
Sheipa Hayes *
Tyler Hazen *
Crystal Hearn *
Jennifer Heberle *
Ashley Heck *
Chelsea M. Held
Sarah Elizabeth Helfrich *
Brittany Henderson *
Latisha Henderson *
Maria Henderson *
Christian Hermoso-Cortez *
Melissa Hern *
Lannette Herrera *
Christina Herron *

Madelyn Hesse *
Vickie Hewitt
Ebony Heyliger *
Theresa Hezlep *
Julie L Hickey *
Manal Higginbottom *
Toya Hightower *
Taylore Hiivala *
Bethany Hill *
Christina Marie Hill *
Emily Jean Hinton *
Linda Hoang *
Sara Hodge *
Michelle Hoffman *
Erica Hoffmann *
Wendy Makena Hoffner *
Iman Hojeij *
Sabrina Holbert *
Brooke Austin Holcomb *
Tyler Holdaway *
Ashley Holguin *
Lisa Holland *
Pamela Garner Hollingsworth *
Melissa Honeycutt *
Donald Houf *
Brittany Housand *
Iren Hovsepyan *
Erica Hsu *
LaTonya Patrice Hudson *
Jennifer Lanier Hughes *
Stephanie Heather  

Hughes-Niederhofer *
Timothy Hurst *
John Hyacinthe *
Modupe Idowu *
Tanya Illari
Ashley Indiviglia *
Tuse Ire *
Emmanuel Itua *
Anay Izquierdo *
Agnes Jackai *
Shalimar Marie Jackson *
Tiffany Dawn Jackson *
Ernise Jacobson *
Suleiman Dagal Jama *

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G   continued

*FlexPath Graduate
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Leah Jameson *
April Marie Jasso *
Kaddy Jatta *
Brittany Jennings
Caroline Jenson *
Tamara Jerome *
Michael Jimenez *
Laurie Joaquim *
Janet Johnson *
Jeremy David Johnson *
Kalen Emily Johnson
Melissa Johnson *
Sarah Johnson *
Karen McClure Johnston *
McKenzie Jordan Johnston *
Victoria Louise Johnston *
Brandon Jones *
Brittany Michelle Jones *
Brooke Jones *
Christina Jones *
Crystal Jones *
Donisha R Jones *
Fayette Jones *
Kerry Jones *
Kristy Jones
Latoya Giles Jones *
Rebecca Jones *
Stephanie Jones *
Veronica Jones *
Linet Joseph *
Nicole Joseph-Wise *
Kathy Jungheim *
Natalie Kain *
Naira Kapoyan-Petrossian *
Emine Kasneci *
Ashley Kasten *
Indervir Kaur *
Jasmeen Kaur *
Kiranjit Kaur *
Kuljit Kaur *
Prabhjot Kaur *
Ramandeep Kaur *
Sandeep Kaur *
Sukhwinder Kaur *
Savannah Kayal *

Ashley Keane *
Judith Keicher *
Amanda Keller
Robert Peter Keller *
Kaylene Kelley *
Morgan Kelley *
Jordan Ray Kelly *
Karlene Patrice Kelly *
Kendra Leianna Kelly *
Lori Ann Kelly *
Timothy Kelly *
Kimdar Sherefa Kemal *
Chiqueta T Kendrick *
Tara Kennedy *
Yvonne Kennedy *
Kelly Kerr *
Michelle Kerr *
Valerie Ketoh *
Ami Khan *
Anam Khan *
Mary Kidwell *
Kelsea Rose Kieffer *
Clinton Killingback *
Robert Kimball *
Pete Michael Kimbley *
Osindi Kinanga *
Halina King *
Sarah Judine King *
Elizabeth Kirchdofer *
Brian Kirk *
Nicole Kirkwood *
Danielle Kleckner *
James C Knepp *
Angie M Knight *
Schamona Knight *
Susan Knight *
Jessica Knose *
Shannon Knotts
Tina Koen *
Monica H Kohler *
Maribel Korngold *
Sara Kosel *
Rachel Faye Kotsmith *
Frostina Kollie Kpadeh *
Hayley Kraft *

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G   continued

*FlexPath Graduate
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Renee Kraft *
Lisa Jean Kramer *
Dedra Kreider
Stephen J. Krivanich *
Terri Lynn Krol *
Carol Lee Kruger *
Rosaline Abit Kuchambi *
Mirela Kudumovic *
Bridget Kullot *
Jennifer Kumar *
Peter Kungu *
Denna S Kunins *
Andrea Kussmaul *
Kortney Kuzma *
Elizabeth A Lacey *
Denise Lafountain *
Carrie Lafrancis *
Rebecca Lagerlef
Nancie Audrina Lajeunesse *
Sheila Lalli *
Ellyse Lamarre *
Alden Joe Zarate Laroco *
Brittney Larson *
Karen Larson *
Peter Larussa *
Dalaina Lasley *
April Marie Laue
Chelsea Lautrup *
Kate M. Law *
Nadu Madje Lawson *
Fernande Lazarre *
Cuc Le *
Kim Camille Leasure
Tanya Marie LeBlanc
Ndipenoch Lebsia Ekamdem *
Jamie Lee *
Jee Eun Lee *
Kevin Garrett Lee *
Brooke Lees *
Meghan Rose Lees *
Elizabeth Lehman *
Kari Lerch *
Cedrine Lespinasse *
Janel Lewandowski *
Sarah Lewis *

Shauna Lewis
Dalia Leyva Perez *
Linh Lien *
Megan Leigh Lilly *
Amber Lindsay *
Amy Lindsay *
Jennifer Kathleen Linke
Brandy L Lintz *
Catharine Ann Lisle *
Rosalyn Little *
Jessica Lively *
Georgeanne Liverpool *
Shannon Lloyd *
Patricia Locke *
Adell Logan *
Mia Loggins
Natalie Lonergan *
Elizabeth Were Longrie *
Kristen Lopez *
Liz N. Lopez *
Michelle Lopez *
Connie Losacano
Alexis Anne Lothridge *
Nicholas Lounsberry *
Kimberly Lozano *
Kristina Lykens *
Lala Lyons *
Laci Lytle *
Sally M Macchietto *
Tricia Mack *
Jessica MacMillan *
Michelle Mades *
Courtney Magagnotti *
Samantha Magliozzi *
Joanne Magloire *
Qi Mai *
Stephanie Lynn Main *
Charity Maina *
Kelly Majcher *
Katie Akemi Majerus *
Gladys Makori *
Samantha Rose Malakin *
Adyesther Maldonado *
Diana Manfre *
Joan Manrique Centeno *

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G   continued

*FlexPath Graduate
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Kirsten Abbigail Mansfield *
Jaime Marcucci *
Aly Mariam *
Frances Mariano
Kassandra Marin *
Alyssa Marino *
Joshua Marmorosa *
April Marsh *
Katelin Marshall *
Kelsey T Martin *
Monika Nicole Martinez *
Sonia Monique Martinez
Yvette Antwanette Martinez *
Ashley Marzouk *
Marnique Mason
Ashley Masseria *
Stephanie Massey *
Deena Jodi Masters *
Nicole Mastrobattista *
Thomas Panachakkal Mathew *
Chad Allen Matney
Teresa Matthews *
Lawanda Mattz *
Lauren Mauersberger *
David Mawad *
Smith Maxume *
Alison Marie Mayes *
Emily Mayes *
Roxy Mayorga *
Keierrah McCarrel *
Lindsay McCartney *
Rachel Snoddy McCauley *
Ashley Marie McClain *
David C McClelland *
Andrea Nadine McCloy *
Michelle McConnell *
Regina K McCord *
Katie McCoy *
Jessica Anne Mccrum *
Kathryn Ann McCurley *
Cheryl M McDonald
Rachelle McDonald *
Terri Mcgee *
Alicia Ann McGilly *
Erin McGuirk *

Donna C McKinney *
Maria L McMullen *
Nathaniel McNeil *
Chantelle Mcpherson *
Nicole McSorley *
Ana Maria Medina *
Nina Medina *
Erica Medvid *
Sam Mendoune *
Brenda Mendoza Delgado *
Katelyn Maria Mercado *
Tiana Mercado Daligdig *
Nordic E Mercedes *
Leona Merrick *
Carol Messick *
Nikkia Meyer *
Ashley Nicole Michels *
Matthew Mieczkowski *
Silviya Mihova *
Robin Milani *
Kristen Milburn *
Christina Milford *
Lauren Millan *
Allie Miller *
Bethany Miller *
Brianna Elizabeth Miller *
Elizabeth Miller *
Erica Miller *
Ian R Miller *
Lauren Elizabeth Miller *
Mary Miller *
Michelle Miller *
Niloufar Miller
Jenna Michelle Mills *
Jessica Miner *
Gabriella Mitchell *
Robin Mitchell *
Shannon Dominique Mitchell *
Nicole Mlsna *
Kristina Marie Molle *
Jenna Mollema *
Danielle Moody *
Kevin Moon *
Jenna Moore *
Zachary T Moore *

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  N U R S I N G   continued

*FlexPath Graduate
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Emily Moorman *
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Application and Increased Nurse 
Practitioner Surveillance in the Care and 
Prevention of Pressure Injuries
Mentor: Sheri Erwin

Jada Maria Anderson
Implementation of Bedside Nurse Report 
on an Inpatient Unit
Mentor: Linda Royer

Juliemar Castro Atanacio
Pain Care Toolkit
Mentor: Carolyn Morrisey

Rosielyn Barrozo Babauta
Reducing Inpatient Falls and Injuries: 
An Improvement Project in a Medical 
Surgical Unit
Mentor: Jill Schramm

Courtney Brooke Bass
Advanced Directive Communication in 
the Hospice Setting: Role Development 
for the Nurse Practitioner
Mentor: Peggy Soper

Angela Michelle Bauer
Implementation of a Mentoring Program 
to Standardize and Enhance Mentor 
Practice
Mentor: Patricia Guthrie

Sherry Ann Beckman
Influenza Vaccinations in the Elderly
Mentor: Rosemary Biddle-Childress

Maritza I Belardo DeCosta
Fall Guideline Qi Review at a Long-Term 
Care Nursing Facility
Mentor: Shiree Southerland

Katerina Bell
Quality Improvement Interventions to 
Improve Medication Adherence in Heart 
Failure Patients
Mentor: Deanna Janz

Kathy Bermo
Alleviation and Prevention of  
Burnout Syndrome Among Critical/
Progressive Care Nurses Utilizing a  
Multi-Modal Approach
Mentor: Debra Horoho

Kanela Booker
A Screening Intervention for Medications 
Linked to Falls in the Medicare 
Population to Impact Falls Risk
Mentor: Corinne Cochran

Jennifer Boone
Preadmission Diagnostic Testing 
Stewardship:  A Pre and Post 
Implementation Quality  
Improvement Project
Mentor: Amanda Eymard
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D O C T O R  O F  N U R S I N G  P R A C T I C E   continued

Christina Bortone
The Impact of the STEADI Fall Risk 
Toolkit in House Calls Visits
Mentor: Terri Jones

Toni Brent
Improvement in Care for First-Episode 
Schizophrenia Patients
Mentor: Deanna Golden

Laura Brunner
Standardizing the Management of 
Pediatric Patients Discharged With 
Nasogastric Feeding Tubes
Mentor: Deanna Janz

Audrey D Burnett
Reducing 30 Day Readmission 
Rates for Sepsis Patients by Using a 
Standardized Sepsis Discharged Process: 
An Improvement Project in a Medical 
Surgical Unit
Mentor: Susan Hale

Ronald Calon Carpio
Enhancing Patient Experience through 
Nurse Bundling Strategies
Mentor: Mary Elizabeth Teixeira

Lydia Siphiwe Chowa
Introducing Evidence-Based Protocol to 
Prevent and Decrease Fall Events Among 
Elderly Hospice Patients
Mentor: Tracey Soper

Regina Ciambrone
Standardized Escalation Plan for 
Emergency Department Flow
Mentor: Angela Saathoff

Ayanna Clowers
Decreasing Readmission Rates of 
Patients With End Stage Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
Mentor: Rosemary Biddle-Childress

Heidi Ann Cocuzza
Advanced Directives
Mentor: Megan O’Connor

Keisha Cogdell
Leaders of the Pediatric-Skilled Nursing 
Facilities: Redesigning a Local Healthcare 
System by Implementing Telehealth 
Technology and Intervention to Reduce 
Acute Care Transfers (INTERACT ®) 
Tools
Mentor: Robin Anselm

Aftesha Cooper
Procalcitonin-Guided Antibiotic Therapy 
for Acute Respiratory Tract Infections in 
the Emergency Department
Mentor: Deborah Merriam

W. Pearl Cunningham
A Transition of Care Plan to Reduce 30-
Day Readmission
Mentor: Rosemary Biddle-Childress

Debra Cyncynatus
Nursing Incivility With the Newly 
Licensed Nurse
Mentor: Angela Saathoff

Shelley Davis
Certified Diabetes Educator-Led Program 
and the Effects on Diabetes Performance 
Measures
Mentor: Angela Saathoff

Annette V Deroche
The Impact of Effective Recording  
of Advance Care Planning Methods 
Across Healthcare Settings to Improve 
Quality Care
Mentor: Colleen Marzilli
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D O C T O R  O F  N U R S I N G  P R A C T I C E   continued

Jodi Lynn Dorrough
Quality Improvement Project for Door-
To-EKG Time for Emergency Room
Mentor: Angela Saathoff

Catherine Duehren
Impact of Hourly Patient Rounding  
on Patient Satisfaction and Care  
Delivery Outcomes
Mentor: Jennifer Green

Katie Lynn Fanslau
Increasing Pneumococcal Vaccination  
for Patients With Lung Cancer
Mentor: Jill Schramm

Nadine Foster
Psychoeducation and 
Nonpharmacological Pain Interventions: 
Compliance With Regulatory Standards
Mentor: Susan Hale

Tanner Funk
Trauma Informed Care: The Safety Factor
Mentor: Paula Stechschulte

Joseph Charles Gerger
Improving Professional Satisfaction 
Among New Graduate Nurses
Mentor: Angela Saathoff

Latressa Gordon
Implementation of Stop-Bang 
Assessment Tool Practice Guidelines 
and Recommendations to Address 
Undiagnosed Obstructive Sleep Apnea 
in Adult Robotic Surgical Patients: A 
Practice Change in the PACU Setting 
(Quality Initiative)
Mentor: Amberly Wagner-Connolly

Cheryl Haseeb
Reducing Delirium in Critical Care
Mentor: Anita Harris

Georgia M. Hobson-Brown
Culturally Specific Diabetes Self-
Management Education in Urban  
African American Women
Mentor: Linda Matheson

Heather Hoffman-Seifert
High-Risk Medication in the Elderly 
Prescription Reduction Intervention
Mentor: Colleen Marzilli

Rebekah Hopper
Implementation of a Communication 
Program to Improve RN-RN Interpersonal 
Relationships in a Progressive Care Unit
Mentor: Anita Harris

Kristine Irwin
Implementation of a Resiliency Program 
for New Graduate Nurses
Mentor: Angela Saathoff

Deborah Johnson
A Comprehensive Wound  
Prevention Program
Mentor: Catherine Suttle

Sarah Ann Kangas
QuantaFlo Peripheral Artery Disease 
Screening in a Podiatry Practice
Mentor: Amanda Eymard

Nicolette LaChance-Butler
Reducing Unit Noise Levels for Improved 
Patient and Staff Outcomes
Mentor: Amanda Wallace
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D O C T O R  O F  N U R S I N G  P R A C T I C E   continued

Shana Marsella Little
Evacuation of Surgical Smoke: Creating 
a Smoke-Free Environment Through 
the Implementation of AORNs Go Clear 
Program
Mentor: Megan O’Connor

Matthew Magargal
Do Sepsis Navigators Improve Core 
Measure Bundle Compliance?
Mentor: Jennifer Green

Miao-Ling Manns
Implementation of Palliative Care 
Improves Chronic Pain Management in 
Long-Term Care (LTC)
Mentor: Jennifer Green

Viola Machel Martin
Decreasing Nursing Stress With the No 
One Dies Alone Toolkit
Mentor: Rosemary Biddle-Childress

Leanndra Shelbye Maynard
Implementation of the AORN Toolkit: 
Prevention of Perioperative Pressure 
Injuries
Mentor: Angela Saathoff

Julie Morrell
Preoperative Optimization of the Elective 
Coronary Artery Bypass Graft Surgical 
Patient to Improve Postoperative
Mentor: Corinne Cochran

Catherine Jennifer Moyes
Improving Nursing Communication With 
a Standardized Bedside Report
Mentor: Ma Kristina Martinez

Kimberly Mozingo
Substance Abuse Disorder in Nursing: 
Evaluation and Recommendation 
for Regulatory Monitoring Program 
Performance Measures and 
Enhancement
Mentor: Angela Saathoff

Selvan Murugan
The MEWS Tool Implementation to 
Reduce Higher Level of Transfers
Mentor: Susan Hale

Dana Oldham
Implementing a Continuous Quality 
Improvement Process to Address 
Compliance of Medical Documentation 
in a Forensic Nursing Program
Mentor: Angela Saathoff

Maryanne O’Neill
Implementation of a Telephonic 
Readmission Reduction Program
Mentor: Allison Terry

Marc Parent
Operating Room Traffic and  
Surgical Site Infections: A Quality 
Improvement Project
Mentor: Mary Elizabeth Teixeira

Stacy Phillips
Reduction of Fall Rates in Long-Term 
Care Using an Hourly Rounding Program
Mentor: Mary Elizabeth Teixeira

Shantae Lynn Polsinelli
Heart Failure Patient Guidelines  
and Policy, Decreasing 30-Day 
Readmission Rates
Mentor: Paula Stechschulte
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D O C T O R  O F  N U R S I N G  P R A C T I C E   continued

Vickie Porter
Comprehensive Contraceptive  
Education Program
Mentor: Linda Matheson

Denise Beda Randle
A Culturally Tailored Diabetes Education 
Program for African Americans
Mentor: Jill Schramm

Megan Resetar
Implementing an Advanced  
Care Planning in a Skilled Nursing  
Facility Setting
Mentor: Ma Kristina Martinez

Amy Rickman
Pediatric Pain Program and  
Quality Improvement in a Rural 
Emergency Department
Mentor: Jill Schramm

Barbara Marie Robinson
Heparin Monogram Medication 
Administration Errors by  
Registered Nurses
Mentor: Peggy Soper

Gregory Rogers
Standardized Rapid Response  
Team Implementation
Mentor: Amberly Wagner-Connolly

Roxie Rogers
Diabetes Self Management Education
Mentor: Holly Diesel

Reena Saj
Venous Thromboembolism  
Prevention Strategies
Mentor: Tracey Soper

Deshei Sanders
Achieving Patient Discharges by  
Noon to Home
Mentor: Mary Elizabeth Teixeira

Emily Jo Schaeffer
COPD Standardized Individualized  
Order Set
Mentor: Patricia Guthrie

Caryn Scott
Improving Patient Outcomes by 
Introducing Motivational Interviewing 
Interventions to a Telephonic Case 
Management Program
Mentor: Mary Elizabeth Teixeira

Constance Laverne Scott
Impact on Patient Satisfaction When 
Follow-Up Cardiology Care is Provided by 
Advanced Practice Providers
Mentor: Deborah Merriam

Shelly Lynette Sepulveda
Using Ask 3/Teach 3 Initiative to Improve 
Patients’ Understanding of Medications 
at Discharge
Mentor: Mary Ann Anderson

Shirley Angel Spence
Implementing a Compassion Fatigue, 
Satisfaction Assessment, and the 
Windsor Room Mindfulness Based 
Program to Reduce Nurse Burnout in a 
Community Mental Health Hospital
Mentor: Christina Garcia

Kimya Springer
Turndown Service in the Hospital
Mentor: Rosemary Biddle-Childress

Heather Sue Stears
Parallel Work Process to Decrease 
Operating Room Turnover Time
Mentor: Catherine Suttle
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D O C T O R  O F  N U R S I N G  P R A C T I C E   continued

Tarsha Stokes-Byrd
Implementation of CLABSI z
Reduction Program
Mentor: Jill Schramm

Lyzete Akwi Talla
Nursing Compliance With Catheter-
Associated Urinary Tract Infection 
Prevention Protocol in Intensive  
Care Unit
Mentor: Jennifer Green

Latonya Marie Thomas
Breastfeeding Classes: A Quality 
Improvement Project to Increase  
Intent to Breastfeed
Mentor: Mary Elizabeth Teixeira

Delphine Tolbert
Mindful Leader Rounding
Mentor: Jennifer Green

Adam Ryan Weeks
A Practice Improvement Project to 
Reduce Falls in the Primary Care Setting
Mentor: Linda Matheson

Mendy Williams
Creating a Healthy Work Environment 
for Medical Surgical Nurses
Mentor: Pamela Bradshaw

Francine Witt
Implementation of an Evidenced-Based 
Protocol for Uncontrolled Hypertension 
in the Primary Care Setting
Mentor: Kimberly Nerud

Cynthia Theresa Wyllie
Improving Immunization Rates for 
Homeless Males Living in a Shelter
Mentor: Linda Matheson

Susan Wynn
Reduction of Nosocomial Hyperglycemia
Mentor: Jill Schramm
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Scott Edward Aikey
The Impact of EHR Optimization on 
Physician Satisfaction, Efficiency,  
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Johnny Blackwell
A Strategic Plan for Converting Nurse 
Practitioners (APRN) to Licensed 
Independent Practitioners (LIP) at a  
VA Medical Center
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Nicola Shian Jin Chen
Using Lean to Enhance Medication  
Order Processing and Delivery Time
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Implementing “The SH-H-H-H Project,” 
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and Enhance the Patient Satisfaction
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The Effect of Employee Engagement on 
the Return to Work Program Process
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Relationship to Increase New Hire 
Nurse Retention
Mentor: Susan Collins
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Health Insurance Utilization: 
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Enrollment in Healthcare Benefits
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Implementation of Telehealth to Improve 
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A Process Improvement Project
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Nursing Attitudes and Knowledge 
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Department of Health
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Direct Patient Caregivers
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Hospital Budgets and Maximizing  
Staff Efficiency
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What are Possible Interventions to 
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to the Emergency Department (ED) for 
Non-Emergent Needs Over 12-Months?
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The Impact of Technology on Patient 
Engagement Rates
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The Impact of Nurse Residency Programs 
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Leadership
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Increasing Retention Among Nursing 
Staff
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Rodney Perdue
Identification of Viable Quality 
Improvement Model for a Medium Size 
Stand-Alone Acute Care Community 
Hospital
Mentor: Carmen McDonald

Jeffery Thomas Perez
Radiology Exam Scheduling Errors 
Organizational Change Management
Mentor: Tiffany Schweitzer

Gabriel Anthony Ramirez
Implementing the Joint Commission 
Learning Tool to Improve Cultural 
Awareness and Communication  
for Nurses
Mentor: Terry Karjalainen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dietrich Rodale Randolph
Encouraging African American Men  
to Use Primary Care
Mentor: Darryl Payton

Billenna Gearl Richardson
Creating Care Coordination Services 
Within the Primary Care Setting
Mentor: Jason Roberts

Cindy Russo
Organizational Culture and Its  
Influence on Employee Engagement
Mentor: Thomas Clobes

Lisa R Scott-McKenzie
The Use of Enhanced Rounding 
and Mobile Devices to Improve 
Communication and Patient  
Satisfaction at the New York City  
Public Hospital System
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Regina A Taylor-Hines
Identifying Educational Resources for 
People With Type 2 Diabetes
Mentor: Cheryl Anderson

Marva Marie White
Reorganization Strategies Using Mobile 
Device Technology
Mentor: Cheryl Anderson
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The Underutilization of Hospice Care in 
the African American Population
Mentor: Dana Moretz

Panhia Lee Yang
Improving the Medication Workflow 
and Storage Through Best Practices and 
Evidence-based Guidelines
Mentor: Christopher Miller
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Omar Ali Al Naimi
Educational Intervention on Evidence-
Based Cancer Health Promotion 
Information: Recommendations From the 
American Institute for Cancer Research 
for People Enrolled in a Nonprofit 
Organization
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Depression Diagnosis and Treatment 
Among Black Women Ages 65 and Older: 
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Beliefs
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Educating and Increasing the Awareness 
of Nigerian Adolescents on How to 
Reduce the Transmission of HIV/Aids
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Cameron Carlson
Qualitative Analysis of Response and 
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Entities of a Hypothetical Chimera Virus
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Resilience Factors of Diabetes Risk in 
a Rural Native American Population in 
New Mexico
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The Impact of Early Palliative Care for 
Heart Failure Patients
Mentor: Richard Nelesen

Aaron E. Dotson
Internet Based Intervention to Improve 
Condom Use Among African American 
Men Who Have Sex With Men
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Jazmine Gantz
Perceived Facilitators and Barriers to 
Type 2 Diabetes Self-Management 
and Care Among Middle to Older Aged 
African Americans Living in North 
Carolina
Mentor: Ashley Hill

Rikkisha L Gilmore-Byrd
An Analysis of the Impact of Specialized 
Diversity Training for Healthcare 
Academic Leadership
Mentor: Jametta Magwood

Elizabeth Grekas
Improving Caregiver Self-Efficacy Using 
the Teach-Back Method During the 
Diagnostic Odyssey
Mentor: Donald Simpson

Carol E Hartmann
Mitigating Youth Suicide and Self-Harm 
by Teaching Interventional Competencies 
to School-Based Gatekeepers: The 
Question, Persuade, and Response 
Method
Mentor: James Worthy

Monica LaShon Johnson
An Intervention to Influence Healthy 
Views of Mental Health Among African 
Americans
Mentor: Monae Raphael

Sharka Jones
Eating Habits, Body Image, and 
Appearance in African American Women
Mentor: Donna Allen

Alexandria Renee Lewis
The Effect of Participation of African 
American Women in a Faith-Based 
Setting Using a Modified Daniel Fast 
Method on Self-Efficacy, Blood Pressure, 
and Body Weight
Mentor: Oreta Samples

D O C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  H E A L T H
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D O C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  H E A L T H   continued

Fredreka Living
An Assessment of Cardiovascular 
Disease Risk Factors in Physically Active 
Asymptomatic African American Men
Mentor: Delores Cauthen

Buffy Joy Lloyd
Long-Term Care Infection Prevention and 
Control Surveillance Through the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
(CDC) National Healthcare Safety 
Network (NHSN)
Mentor: James Gambone

Marcia Marvine Muldrow Sanders
Assessing Determinants of Food 
Insecurity Associated With Chronic 
Disease and Obesity
Mentor: Donna Allen
 
Heather Perkins
Development of an All-Hazards 
Decontamination Team in an Urban 
Pediatric Emergency Department
Mentor: Danielle Broussard

Brittney Mary Julia Potter
Malaria Literacy and Health-Seeking 
Behaviors Among Pregnant Nigerian 
Women
Mentor: James Gambone

Anikah H. Salim
School Absenteeism Data in a Statewide 
Syndromic Surveillance System as an 
Early Indicator of Disease
Mentor: Lynn Hackstaff

Donesha Scott
Breastfeeding Challenges and the Effects 
of an Education / Support Strategy on 
Self-Efficacy and Long-Term Compliance 
With National Recommendations: A 
Pilot Study in Women Living Overseas on 
Military Posts
Mentor: Jeffrey Gates

Ja’Nay Michelle Chatman Shelton
Impact of Competency-Based Medical 
Education on Chronic NonCancer Pain 
Treatment and Management Amongst 
Family Medicine Residents
Mentor: Melissa Singer Pressman

Gail Arniece Stanback
Bridging the Gap Between Faith-Based 
Health Programming and Evidence-
Based Practice: An Assessment of 
Motivational Interviewing Within the 
Family Socialization Process
Mentor: Donna Allen

Christopher Michael Sweeney
Facilitating the Efficacy of Post 
Incarceration Access to Healthcare: 
Collaborative Case Study
Mentor: Jason Zerwekh

Nyarai Regina Tsimba
Assessing Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Programs’ Effectiveness in Reducing 
Pregnancy in A Southeast Region
Mentor: Richard Nelesen

Catherine Turkett Kamara
An Effect of the World Health 
Organization’s “My Five Moments for 
Hand Hygiene”: An Initiative on Hand-
Hygiene Knowledge, Beliefs, Attitudes, 
and Compliance Among Certified 
Nursing Assistants Working in a Health 
Care Facility
Mentor: Jeffrey Gates

Udo R Umoh
Coping Strategies for Acculturative 
Stress Among Middle-Aged West 
African Immigrants in a U.S Church: A 
Phenomenological Study
Mentor: Lawrence Bryant
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Keesha Vega
Care Providers’ Perceptions and 
Awareness of Health Services and 
Programs for Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Among the Aging Population
Mentor: Abida Solomon

Alemtsehay Malede Yimer
Evaluating Knowledge and Awareness 
of Lead Poisoning Among Dallas County 
Refugee Parents
Mentor: James Gambone 

Pascale Zayas
Patients Suffering From Vertebral 
Compression Fracture; How Would 
Implementation of Patient Reported 
Outcomes Influence Physicians 
Reporting of Procedural Outcomes?
Mentor: Ashley Hill

D O C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  H E A L T H   continued
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Commencement Programs
This program is not an official graduation list. While every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes prevent 
inclusion of candidates’ names or may contain the names of persons who have 
not yet completed their graduation requirements. Graduates are listed once for 
each degree and/or certificate they have earned. Therefore, multiple listing of an 
individual indicates they have earned more than one academic credential. Degrees 
and honors will be awarded only upon successful completion of all requirements. 
This printed program, therefore, should not be used to determine a student’s 
academic or degree status. The University’s official registry for conferral of degrees 
is the student’s academic record, maintained by the Registrar’s Office, 225 South 
6th Street, 9th Floor, Minneapolis, MN 55402.
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Alumni Association and Career Services
Congratulations on your graduation from Capella University.

Today marks an incredible achievement, but it’s only the beginning. The Capella University 
Alumni Association offers resources to help you keep moving forward. Whether you’re looking 
for professional development opportunities, career services, or ways to continue your academic 
research and growth, you can turn to us for support in this next stage of your journey. Visit 
us on Alumni Campus (capella.edu/welcomealumni) for help in creating and implementing a 
strategy to achieve your unique career goals.  

We wish you the best in all your future endeavors.   

Sincerely,
Alumni Association and Career Services

The Capella University Mace Origin and Use
At commencement, a mace symbolizes the 
authority of the Capella University president 
to award degrees. The mace precedes the 
president and chancel party in the ceremonial 
procession. Capella University’s mace has 
been in use since 2000. The head of the 
mace is a copper representation of the globe, 
topped by the Capella University emblem and 
motto. The globe is supported by a carved 
wooden shaft, is nearly three feet in length, 
and weighs four pounds. 

In medieval times, the mace was a fighting 
weapon effective at penetrating armor 
in battle. Composed of a shaft adorned 
with a heavy head studded with blades, 
the mace came to be associated with the protection of the sovereign rulers of England and 
France and was carried by the king’s sergeant-at-arms and other royal bodyguards. As long-
range weapons were developed, such as the long bow and the musket, the mace became a 
ceremonial object. 

In the 13th century, the mace was featured in processions of city mayors and 
other dignitaries, and academic institutions began to use the mace in the pageantry 
of ceremonial occasions. Today, the British House of Commons and the U.S. House of 
Representatives have official maces as do most universities and colleges in the United 
States and abroad.
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Academic Regalia Origin and Use
The academic regalia worn today originated in the Middle Ages. The distinctive gown served 
to set the faculty and students apart from other citizens. Until after the Civil War, students at 
most American universities wore caps and gowns daily. They varied in design until they were 
standardized by the American Intercollegiate Commission in 1894. Bachelor’s gowns were to 
be made of worsted material with pointed sleeves; master’s gowns of silk with long, closed 
sleeves; and doctor’s gowns of silk with longer sleeves, faced with black velvet from neck to 
back, and with three velvet bands around each sleeve above the elbow. Hoods are made of 
the same materials as the gowns, the length varying with the degree. The lining of the hood 
identifies the highest degree-granting university by its colors. Capella University’s regalia 
colors are red and black.

The border of the hood indicates the academic disciplines in which the degree is earned:

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD—all disciplines)

Royal blue Philosophy
 
PROFESSIONAL DOCTORATE, MASTER’S, BACHELOR’S DEGREES, AND CERTIFICATES

Drab  Business
Lemon yellow Technology
Light blue Education and Counseling
Peacock blue Public Service Leadership and Human Services
Apricot Nursing
Salmon pink Health
Gold Psychology
Citron Social Work

Academic Honors
Many of our graduates are wearing colored cords to signify that they are honors recipients. 
They have earned this distinction by maintaining a high grade point average and by 
completing other requirements for university honors.

Baccalaureate degrees with honors are conferred upon students who have earned the 
following grade point averages:

• summa cum laude, 3.850–4.000 GPA  (gold cord)
• magna cum laude, 3.750–3.849 GPA  (silver cord)
• cum laude, 3.500–3.749 GPA  (cardinal cord)

Master’s degrees with honors are conferred upon students who have earned a grade point 
average of 3.850 or higher. These graduates are wearing a bronze and gold double cord.  
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FlexPath
Although they do not wear honors cords, our FlexPath graduates should be commended on 
their outstanding achievement. Capella’s Academic Recognition Policy is founded solely upon 
achievements in grade point average, which is factored with an A-F grading system and a 
course’s credit value. Because FlexPath is competency based, direct assessment, and self-
paced, it has neither A—F grading nor fixed terms (which standardizes academic credit). So 
even though FlexPath requires strong academic performance, learners in this delivery model 
are not eligible for formal academic recognition.

Military Honors
In recognition of their service to our country, active-duty and veteran military-affiliated 
graduates may wear a red, white, and blue military cord with their regalia. This cord was created 
by Jostens and was introduced for the first time at Capella’s Winter 2016 commencement 
ceremonies. 

Please join us in thanking these graduates and their families for their service and sacrifice.

Omega Gamma, Sigma Theta Tau International
Congratulations to the graduates of the Omega Gamma chapter of Sigma Theta Tau, 
International. Membership is by invitation only. Omega Gamma chapter is a part of Sigma 
Theta Tau International (STTI). Membership invitations are extended to baccalaureate and 
graduate nursing learners who demonstrate the values of Sigma Theta Tau and excellence 
in nursing scholarship. In recognition of their membership to Omega Gamma, the affiliated 
graduates may wear the purple and white STTI honor cords with their regalia symbolizing 
they have been inducted into Omega Gamma and STTI. On behalf of the Omega Gamma 
Chapter, we applaud you for achieving this prestigious honor.
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About Capella University 
Capella University offers undergraduate, graduate, and certificate programs in the fields of 
business, counseling, education, human services, information technology, nursing, psychology, 
public administration, public health, public safety, and social work, with 47 degrees programs 
and 123 specializations. Capella University was founded in 1993, and today serves more than 
39,000 learners in all 50 states and 49 countries or territories.

Capella University is named for the twin star Capella, which is a pair of stars orbiting a common 
center. The name represents our philosophy of learning as a dynamic and collegial partnership 
between Capella and our learners.

Our Mission
The mission of Capella University is to extend access to high-quality bachelor’s, master’s, 
specialist, doctoral, and certificate programs for adults who seek to achieve their personal and 
professional potential. This mission is fulfilled through innovative programs that are responsive 
to the needs of adults and involve active, engaging, challenging, relevant learning experiences.

Educational Philosophy
At Capella University, we believe education transforms people’s lives and society—immediately 
and permanently. The innovative, intentionally designed competency-based education we offer 
enables adult learners to meet challenges in their careers, lead and make new contributions in 
their disciplines, and reach their professional and personal goals. Our educational pathways 
respect existing expertise and allow learners to focus on what is essential, as they gain new 
competencies and expand on those they already have. The credentials they earn are signs of 
the professional relevancy, quality, and immediate applicability of their educational experience 
at Capella University and help to create new opportunities in the future. As partners in their 
education, we proudly serve the lifelong learning ambitions that allow our learners, alumni, their 
many communities, and our broader society to thrive. 

Accreditation
Capella University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission.
Higher Learning Commission contact information: https://www.hlcommission.org, 
800.621.7440

Capella University
Capella Tower 225 South Sixth Street, Ninth floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55402
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