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Welcome!
It’s my distinct pleasure to welcome you to Capella University’s virtual 
commencement ceremony. All of us at Capella—our board of trustees, faculty, 
and staff—are honored to celebrate with you and recognize the significant 
accomplishments of all our graduates. 
 
This unique moment in time touches all of us. While we wish we could celebrate 
your achievement together, I want to recognize that our coming together, virtually, 
is historic and meaningful. 

Your academic achievements, determination, and perseverance have brought you to 
this point. The diplomas and certificates earned recognize new achievement as well 
as new responsibilities—to your community, profession, family, and to yourself. You 
have the knowledge, skill, and professional countenance to make your part of the 
world a better place and to serve as a role model for those aspiring to attain what 
you have. 

As a participant in commencement, you join more than 90,000 Capella graduates 
who have gone before you. Many more will follow. Your success is a beacon to us 
all, and this commencement underscores the dedication and drive you showed 
throughout your studies. We stand together, better prepared, more focused, more 
deeply committed to making a difference in the future we share as a community. 

As you move forward with your life and career, the support of Capella University 
remains with you. I encourage you to stay close to Capella through our Alumni 
Association and let us know about your achievements. 
 
To the loved ones of our graduates: You deserve special recognition. We appreciate 
the unique challenges that our learners face as well as the sacrifices required of 
those around them. Your support and encouragement helped make their success 
possible. On behalf of Capella’s learners, faculty, and staff, I extend our sincere 
gratitude and admiration. 

Graduates, I encourage you to savor this moment—it is one you will long remember 
and cherish. Take pride in your accomplishments. We are honored to celebrate  
with you.

Sincerely,

Richard Senese, PhD, LP
President, Capella University
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Commencement Speaker   |   Wes Moore
Wes Moore is the CEO of Robin Hood, one of the largest antipoverty forces in the 
nation. He is a bestselling author, combat veteran, and social entrepreneur. Moore 
grew up in Baltimore and the Bronx, where he was raised by a single mother. He 
graduated Phi Theta Kappa from Valley Forge Military College in 1998 and Phi Beta 
Kappa from Johns Hopkins University in 2001. He earned an MLitt in International 
Relations from Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar in 2004. He then served as 
a captain and paratrooper with the US Army’s 82nd Airborne, including a combat 
deployment to Afghanistan. He later served as a White House Fellow to Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice. 

Moore’s first book, The Other Wes Moore, provided an analysis of American stories 
of success and failure. It became a perennial New York Times bestseller and has 
been optioned by executive producer Oprah Winfrey and HBO. He has authored 
other bestselling books, including The Work, Discovering Wes Moore, This Way 
Home, and, most recently, Five Days. 

Before becoming Robin Hood’s CEO, Moore was the founder and CEO of 
BridgeEdu, an innovative tech platform that addresses the college completion and 
job placement crisis by reinventing freshman year for underserved students. Moore 
has also worked in finance as an investment banker with Deutsche Bank in London 
and with Citigroup in New York. He has served on numerous nonprofit and social-
impact boards and is a lifetime member of the Council of Foreign Relations. 
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Capella University Academic Administration

Richard Senese, PhD, LP
President

Constance St. Germain, EdD, JD
Provost

Barbara Butts Williams, PhD
Executive Dean
External Relations and Partnerships
Dean Emerita, School of Business 
     and Technology

Heather Welzant, PhD
Dean
School of Education

Melissa McIntyre, PhD
Associate Dean
School of Education

Josh Stanley, EdD, NCC, ACS
Dean 
School of Counseling and Human Services

Todd Wilson, PhD
Dean
School of Business and Technology

Cheryl Boncuore, PhD
Associate Dean
School of Business and Technology

Jennifer Straub, PhD
Associate Dean
Division of Arts and Sciences

Elizabeth Riley, PhD
Dean
Harold Abel School of Psychology

Charlyn Hilliman, PhD
Dean
School of Public Service Leadership

Elizabeth (Betty) Nelson, PhD, RN
Dean
School of Nursing and Health Sciences

Bridget Roberts, PhD
Associate Dean
School of Nursing and Health Sciences

Ying Iverson, PhD
Assistant Provost
Academic and Faculty Affairs 

Curtis Brant, PhD
Dean
Research and Scholarship

Kelly Brooks
Registrar

Christy Davidson, DNP, RNC-OB
Director
Academic Success

Genevieve Feliu, PhD
Vice President
Academic Initiatives

Kate Freeborn
Director
Academic Operations

Tom Sonnek
Director
University Operations & Analysis
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Board of Trustees

Eric Jolly, PhD (Chair)

Mark Brown, MBA

Adrian Butler, DM

Rochelle Petermann, MS, LPC, CCMHC, NCC

Christopher King, PhD 

Diane Dayson, PhD

Lori Riley, MBA

Diana Rodriguez, MBA, MEd

Richard Senese, PhD, LP

Steven Snyder, PhD

Todd Sorensen, JD (Board Secretary)

Dwaun Warmack, EdD

Harry Williams, PhD
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:00 PM 

Greeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric Jolly, PhD
Capella University Board of Trustees, Chair

The National Anthem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Akilah Etienne

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Senese, PhD, LP 
President, Capella University

Commencement Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wes Moore

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees . . . . . . . . .  Josh Stanley, EdD, NCC, ACS, 
Dean, School of Counseling and Human Services

Conferral of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Senese, PhD, LP, President, and 
Constance St. Germain, EdD, JD, Provost, Capella University

Ceremony Closing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Senese, PhD, LP, President, and  
Capella University faculty and leadership



C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 0    |    7

G R A D U A T E  C E R T I F I C A T E  I N  H U M A N  S E R V I C E S

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  H U M A N  S E R V I C E S

Lyle Wayne Akers

Monica R. Aiken
Ashley Lashea Arrington
Barbara J Austin
Sierra Marie Bagg
Nikkal Barnes
Elizabeth Boddie
Kwanzaa Bratton
Jasmine Isabel Britt
Anashe Brooks
Katrina Brooks
Karen D Brown
Teddy Brown
Katina Calhoun
Patricia Carter
Tedran L Carter
Abigail E Chamberlain
Phyllis Renee Chichester
Lynna Clemon
Shantice Clinton
Cherylanne Cohen
Stephany Cohen
Imma D Laguerre
Bobbie Davis
Sarah Davis
Christy Lee Diller
Alexis Dunham
Jennifer Edwards
Shyan Estrada
Mariilyn A. Favors
Jennifer Ann Fowler
Shantoria Gonya
Stacey Goodson
Georgia Serita Harris
Rachel Hartjen

Erin Harvey
Jamecia Hawkins
Sharon Annette Hill
Donna Marie Hrobak
Cynthia Hwang
Mikayel Ishmael
Calilaton Johnson
Cathey Johnson
Fenile Jones
Ashley Diane Jordan
Ralph Kabakoff
Patricia Marie Kelley Morgan
Breanne Kimberly King
Yomika Montrice Latson
Shaquinta Leal
Alexandria Leonard
Taelor Lothrop
Maria Isabel Lucca Gonzalez
Jenna Paige Marino
Tara Mechelle Mayfield
Teri Mckay
Connie Medina
Brad Messier
Amy Miller
Melissa Mital
Dexter Mitchell
Elizabeth Mize
Michelle Marie Moore
Joseph Murray
Nneegu Ngwobia
Theresa Nwaogwugwu
Kia Nichelle Paul
Shannon Marie Petty
Coltena L. Reynolds

School of Counseling and Human Services
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G R A D U A T E  C E R T I F I C A T E  I N  C O U N S E L I N G

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  H U M A N  S E R V I C E S   continued

Heather Marie Adams
Fabiola Aleandre Boutin
Sarah Lee Arnold
Robert S. Babich
Jessica Bassett
Suranjita Bhattacharya
Tabrina Blackmon
Megan Blanding
Sharon Bohannon
Kristen E Boulay
Donald Bradley
Ruby N. Breeden
Brittany Breland
Lynesha Brown
Nina D Brown
Shameka Brown
Colia Bynum
Kevin Duane Chapman, Jr.
Sharonda Nate Charles
Sharese Civil
Shirley Collins

Sophia Nereida Cortes-Moreno
Bianca Cecil Cruz
Patricia Daniels
Danielle H Davis
Keedra Danyell Demus
Dominique S Dipini
James A Doyle
Amanda Kendall Dye
Delyne Echevarria Galloza
Kerry Fredrick Elie
Kenneth Ellithorpe
Brooke Dennelle Engberg
Victoria Espy
Stephanie Hope Favors
Kendriael Fitzgerald
Rosa Fonseca
Tacheeva Francis
Christina L Gaines
Fallon Alise Galloway
Teresa Garno
Courtney Gee

Latoya D Riley
Michael Robinson
Jose Rodriguez
Melanie Rodriguez
Merissa Russie
Camden Scott
Megan Selenia Serrano
Shamika Nicole Smith-Elias
Eva Snadon
Natasha Kyla Square
Cynthia Veronica Stanley
Geraldine Harvey Stubbs
Chanel Monique Sutton

Kristy Sykes
Gwendolyn Linda Tabor-Underhill
Wendy Lee Tanner
Theressa Truitt
LaShanta Walker
Lisa Elaine Wall
Dannae White
Tiffany Adair Williams
Ella Francina Willingham
Phillip Winborne
Jennifer Leigh Wood
Andrea Wooley
Shawn Wright
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G R A D U A T E  C E R T I F I C A T E  I N  C O U N S E L I N G   continued

Susan Giffin
Emilee Griese-Blair
Joseph Hall Sr.
Roderick Hampton
Izmeica Joy Harrington
Tiffany Held
Kesar Hernandez
Ashley Nicole Hill
Melinda Holmes
Leigh Hoodenpyle
Niconia N. Horace
Trelanie Howard
Latrice Jackson
Courtnie A James
Jamie Mauritz James
Kayla Johnson
La Shaunda Jones
Jessica Lynn Judd
Shirin Kamal
Sarah Karvelas
April Keith
Susan Keller
Walter Davis Key
Emilee A Krupa
Melissa E Legare
Steven Liebich
Steven Liebich
Ashleigh Marie Liggett
Laverne Lobley
Kadeshia Mack
Debra Ann Martin
Deshawna LA Mason
Jeanettea Alexandra Mayle
Terri McClerklin
Jazmine Renee Mccormick
Salli McDonald
Becky Ann McGarry
Nicholas McKenney
Darcie Amanda Melching

Brittany Lee Meyers
Chandell Miller
Emily Mixon
Darlene Moore
Melissa Anne Moore
Molly Morgan
Channteria Morris
Jacob Morris
Renee A Murphy
Wanda Parker
Evette Payton-Toledo
Jennifer Penny
Deon Emil Price
Lawanda Purches-Waller
Kristie Reed
Denise L Robinson
Felicia Rouse
Shamika Rowley
Kristina Takara Sanders
Khadijah A Scott
Anthony Jerome Sellers
Megan Rae Short
Matthew Snead
Rhonda Sneed
Kimberly J. Stanley
Adrianna Stevens
Samia Tariq
Brandi Renae Thomas
Kayla E Thompson
Tiarra Tucker
Pamela Tucker-Schafer
Jennifer Turney
Carrie Jo Van Den Top
Thomas Whinnett
Swiyah Whittington
Lashica Wilburn
Jasmine Wilson
Kimberly Marie Wilson
Elizabeth Ann Wood
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  
C L I N I C A L  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  C O U N S E L I N G

Melissa Jean Ackernecht
Hollie Ducker Allen
Sara Faith Aniceto
Ashley Michele Aragon
Macy Elizabeth Avery
Peter Baako
Desean Bell
Ingrid Melisa Berihuete
Tami Jo Bethel
Ashley Monay Bey
Datrelle Derae Black
Jessica Marie Blades
Ahmad Blakeney
Susan Blanchard
Patrick Tyler Bluett
Leslie D Bottoms
Christine L. Bowers
Donald Bradley
Genae Brady
Pearl Breeden
Lacy Ann Brown
Lani Keala Brown
Tatiana Brown
Jonathan Bungard
Melvin Burrell
Reyia Callahan
Margaret Carr

Mandy Owens Carter
Kayla M. Cates
Sherine Chambers
Esther Naomie Charles
Taylor Nicole Cheff
Malonei Clay
Rene Cofer Whitehead
Elizabeth Coleman
Courtney Collins
Emily June Constantin
Simona Cook
Jocelyn Cooper
Sophia Nereida Cortes-Moreno
Kristina Lee Creighton
Kasie Curry
Kimberly Mae Czarneski
Dontrelle Davis
Felicia Necole Degree
Laura DeKok
Venita DeLeon
Janel Marie Dexter
Cassandra Marie Dickerson
Carol Dotts
James A Doyle
Barbie Drayden
Jasmine Michelle Dunn
Tara Eads

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  A D D I C T I O N  S T U D I E S

Eric Michael Farlow
Ashley Krebsbach
Kevin Kuhlow
Assa Danelle Lane
Naomi A Ljutich
Jane’t Lachell Lloyd
Elizabeth Ann Mains
Erik Alan Peake

Rafael A. Pena, Jr.
Jessica Razor
Laparis Taylor
Samantha Victor
Kobie West
Alexis Julia White
Greggory Youngblood
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  
C L I N I C A L  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  C O U N S E L I N G   continued

Megan J Earp
Larry Ellington
Krystal Nicole Fernald
Carmen P Fernandez
Adalis Figueroa
Patricia Filipski
Whitney Folsom-Lecouffe
Diane Fontneau
Asia Foster
Tacheeva Francis
Melissa L. Fredette
Jarius Lewis Freeman
Tatev Gaboyan
Amy Garcia
Amanda Garges
Merita Gashi
Linda Ann Gerry
Robin Michelle Gilson
Linda Louise Gotkin
Shahar Manor Groode
Beatriz Grullon
Tarsha Gunn
Laura Jean Haarstad
Krystal Marie Hague
Rochelle Hall
Roderick Hampton
Douglas Michael Harper
Dannyell Harris Rasco
Victoria Harris-daley
Michelle Lynn Hart
Homer Hemmings
Keisha Tamica Henry
Alexa Henson
Lorin Hillis
Ashtin Courtney Hines
Michael Dwayne Hines, Jr.
Tera Jo Hines
Steven Holiday
Kayla Marie Hoover
Rena M Hoskins
Stephie Hughes
Danielle Hulse
Monica Ibarra
LaPortia J Jackson

La Shaunda Jones
Tiffany Morgan Jones
Jessica Lynn Judd
Taumi D. Kalcich
Jessica Karrer
Natalie Nicole Kelly
Patricia Kerigan
Jennifer Kissner
Stephen C Konstantinidis
Samantha M Kraft
Amanda Laboy
Alejandra Lacure
Rebecca LaPierre
Jessica Clark Laws
Tonia Jean Lawson
Brooke Lee
Tori Ann Lester
Kellen Lewis
Melanie Yolanda Lewis
Sandra Jo Little
Alexis Lynch
Alli K. Lythgoe
Melisse Marasco
Mckenzee Rae Martin
Monica Martinez
Jay Allan Mattson
Shaunta Mayo
Robert Glenn McCloy
Cassie Marie McDowell
April Mckee
Maricela Mergy-Wagner
Ashley Nicole Mesey
Scott A Mills
Sharhonda Mingo
Laurie Mingus
Chelsea Rose Moore
Jaydee M Moore
Whitney Moore
Mary Lou Morris
Kristina Murray
Tyler Alaya Murray
LeeAnn Marie Myers
James Ryan Naylor
Jamie Niesen
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  
C L I N I C A L  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  C O U N S E L I N G   continued

Aurora Grace Nugent
Esra Nutku-Bilir
Desire Nweke-Roberson
Crystal J Nyhus
Morgan Kae Oehrlein
Amanda Ogrin
Christopher Oliver
Amanda Parish
Meleah Paschall
Jessica Lynne Patterson
Heather Marie Petersen
Margaret Pickering
Caprice Pino
Shayne Plantz
Ivelissa Polanco
Gladys Marie Pond
Tiffany Jade Potwin
Evan Powers
Rasika Pranvihok Rego
Monique D Quistorff
Shynise Rawls
Megan Renee Reyes
Heather Rindlisbacher
Melissa Robinson
Amanda Michelle Rockwell
Myranda Rodriguez
Rachel Renee Rogers
Claire Elizabeth Romey
Ann M Ronayne
Kyle Raymond Rose
Tania Kathleen Rudenick
Renald Sanrelus
Amanda Christine Santucci
Devin Scheller
Sarah Elizabeth Hamon Schenek
Brittany Schneider
Alyssa Schultz
O’nequa Scott
Shameka Annette Scott

Deandra Sharpe
Misty Smith
Peter B Smith
Susanne Smith
Matthew Snead
LaJuan M Spivey
Bethany Stanton
Menday Kay Stark
Ronald A Stegemiller
TréSina Elizabeth Steger
Aubrie Gabrielle Stephens
Lindsay Beatrice Tanner
Pippa Thomas
Morla E Thompson
John Raymond Thornton
Tanisha Thorpe-Moore
Tracie Timme
Cristina Tripodi Culshan
Marilee Tryon
Rebecca Ellen Tupas
Electre Turner
Chenite C. Tyus
Nicole Denise Ulm
Jeremy Urcioli
Mary Vacca
Kathryn Anne Faith Van Vliet
Lashana Marie Vance
Mary Elise Vanderholm
Patricia Viscaino
Kristen Nicole Wallace
Stephen Arlington Warren
Karen West Baird
Florence White
Lywanda White
Elizabeth Williams
Alice Wilson
Kareema Wilson
Kelly Wright
Brittany Zarozinski
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  
M A R R I A G E  A N D  F A M I L Y  C O U N S E L I N G / T H E R A P Y

Jehree Anderson
Jessica Bassett
Erin Bell
Tabrina Blackmon
Jill Bladl
Michelle Irene Blue
Curtis Bobray
Lindsey Paulette Boxie
Gabrielle Amanda Brooks
Delisha Charnnay Burley
Anika Burrowes
Djamentha Calonge
Ashley Campbell
Charnet Yvette Clark
Alexandra Corona
Nicole Crowley
Elizabeth Dailey
Ronnisha Rakia Darby
Winona Desarmes
Teresa Mechel Draper
Nathaniel Drew
Heather Beth Duke
Chelsea C. Dykes
Philip Ellison-Hines
Tenneille Marie Ely
Leanna Escamilla
Kody Lee Evans
Tamika Ewing
Chris R Farner
Laura Freeman
Paije Erin Gianarelli
Camille Caryn Gibson
Amy M Glenn Baxter
Teasha Glover
Tranquilla Vonshay Golden-Taylor
Patricia Green
Patricia E. Greenfield
Andrea Green-Soto
Lauren Bergeron Guido
Christina M Hall
Robin Hamilton
Aida O Hartshorn
Daia C Hatchett-Jackson
Kesar Hernandez
Caitlin Hill
Kate Hoffinger

Leigh Hoodenpyle
Heather Lynn Hoppes-Spohn
Jamie Mauritz James
Woomendy Jean
Nariman Jiries
Lois Johnson
Anthony Ricardo Keith, Sr.
Amanda Krieger
Jessica L Lane
Alanah Lavinier
Cheryl Lea
Dorterra Sharrell Leggett
La Toya Lenee’ Littesy
Shombee M Marshall
Nathaly Marte
Autumn Mccain
Becky Ann McGarry
Brittini Mckee
Jennifer MejiaHolguin
Natalie Scott Mercer
Michelle Miller
Mia Naeyaert
Valerie Nolder
Rachel E Nygaard
Jamilia Nicole Parker
Janae Antoinette Poole
Kristina Marie Larae Quarry
Holly Raatz
Claudia Ragucci
Stephanie Magdeline Renzulli
Jeanette Rivera
Ruth Rodriguez
Tammy Sattler
Darrell Dewarren Scott
Kristina Scott
Alexandra Denis Siordia
Anastacia Kaylean McMurtrey Smith
Heather Stenger
Heather Leah Swanson
Jerry Ulysse
Tamika Shanta Uzzle
Erica Z. Varner-Anderson
Melissa Vollhardt
Leora R Williams
Andrea Teresa Willson
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  M A R R I A G E  F A M I L Y  T H E R A P Y

Samuel Barrons Jennifer Lynne Call Orvik

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  S C H O O L  C O U N S E L I N G

Darren Abrahamson
Cassandra Lynne Adams
Sylvia Andrea Aldas
Raschelle Alexander
Kathleen Andersen
Michelle J Ashley
Gracie Marie Ayres
LaToya Baber
Kala Bambard
Kayla Sue Barber
Anthony L Bonds
Kaisha Boudreaux
Kaitlin Marie Bringgold
India Rotema Brown
Toron Donta Brown
Nicole Lynn Bryant-Shamblin
Juana Budde
Nicole E Bueno-Torres
Mallory Byron
Sheila Callaway
Sarah Carter
Jonathan Cassell
Ashley Caylor
Luis Ceja
Theron Chandler
Kevin Duane Chapman, Jr.
Sharese Civil
James Claney
Aaron William Cokley
Kelly Cooper
Caitlyn Coughlin
Mark Cummings
Allyson Cyr
Veronica Davila
Deangelia Davis
Cristal E Delgado
Amber Dillard

Candace J Dobson
Teresa Dodski
Marcell Drake
Scarlett Amanda Driggers
Mallory Eccleston
Kaila Michelle Eichhorn
Sara Elliott
Holly Eschmeyer
Elizabeth Farrell
Jessica Fasselin
Leslie Faulkenbery
Kimberly Figueroa
Areoni Flegler
Brandon Flowers
Mavis Forbes
Cathryn Dawn Fourtney
Anthony Matthew Fox
Stephanie Nichole French
Ernesto R Garcia-Garza
Nicole Garone
Courtney Gee
Julia Ann Goeden
Melissa Ellen Goheen
Rachel Goodwyn
Chelsea R. Hall
Nnaemeka T. Hardy-Holmes Wilson
Barbara Heidi Hemkin
Brian Timothy Hickman
Theresa Hioki
Michele Lucille Holcombe
Monica Housley
Andrew Kyle Jandron
Jonele Jeannot
Kayla Johnson
Pamela Janae’ Kacer
Nicole Kane
Kaylee Jane Karlen
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  S C H O O L  C O U N S E L I N G   continued

Laura McKenna Kehoe
Sandra Ann Kihm
Dena Kneisl
Alexandra Cameron Kopec
Dana Caroline Labonia
Rachel Lightfoot
Katherine Loh
Jessica Nicole Luevano
Andrew Lurvey
Kellie A Maas
Kaitlin Marie Mac Iver
Ashleigh Martin
Lisa Martinez Stehle
Zoenichol Mathis
Jeanettea Alexandra Mayle
Karie McGhee
Pearl Meadows
Sonia I Medina
Renee Christine Meier
Roni Ellen Melton
Erin Milner Monnot
Tiljua Montford
Courtney Moody
Jillian A Moss
Connie Munson
Jessica Keiera Murray
Morgan Nellis
Anjelica Felice Nevins-Nichols
Anthony Noble
Holly Nordlund
Lacey Nichole Ochs
Amanda Beth Olving-Marcello
Tara Ann Marie O’Neill
Kylie R Ornellas
Bolaji Orokunle
Kasey L Ortolano
Sylvia Gonzalez Ovalles
Joanna Peirce
Sharlotte U. Pena
Heather Lynn Pentico
Glenn David Permar II

Kelsey Peters
Julie Pierson
Lisa Pivinski
Sheldon Pompey
Cammie M Powell
Jolisa Vaneice Powell
Stephanie Purvis
Jeri Quiring
Rebekah Brynn Randolph
Kattie Razor
Kassena Rea
Lauren Reaves
Nicole Marie Reynolds
Heather Richardson
Marc Roesch
Jazmin E. Roman
Michelle Rueb
Priyadarshani Samaroo
Christina Paige Seifried
Alexis Sheets
Kiersten Vallerie Sledge
Hannah C Small
Emily Dianna Smith
Keandrea Leshaun Smith
Tara G Smith
Andrea Smotherman
Paul Stanton
Tricia Storie
Maria Suarez
Ashley Sutcliffe
Stephanie M Tell
Marc Christopher Thompson
Anthony Tozzi
Hannah Jo Van Sickle
Bryany Nimmer Walker
Jade Walkiewicz
Ashlyn Morgan Warren
Margaret Marie Weaver
Rebecca Wells
Lindsay M Wright
Jeniffer Zelaya



16    |    C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 0 C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 0    |    17

Kimberly Anne Albamonte
War Veterans’ Lived Experience of Social 
Support in Coping With the Transition 
From Active Duty Combat to Inactive 
Military Upon Returning From Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom
Mentor: Albert Smith

Karen Elaine Bell
Experiences of Resilience Among Family 
Caregivers of Physically or Mentally Ill 
Family Members
Mentor: Angela Banks-Johnson

Rita Gould Berkley-Smith
Experiences of Marginalization for the 
Parents of Children Diagnosed With 
Mood Disorders
Mentor: Carrie Rye

Harriet Elizabeth Bernola
Authentic Leadership Behavior: 
Difference Between Male and Female 
Students’ Experience With Faculty 
Leadership Behavior
Mentor: Dale Wayman

Melissa M Bravo
Job Stress Among Workers in 
Secure Residential Facilities With 
Developmentally Disabled Youth
Mentor: Jannette Sturm-Mexic

Cory Brown
Academic Advisors’ Motivation: Assisting 
Students Needing Accommodations to 
Achieve Their Goals
Mentor: Bradley Willis

Chinell Collins
Dual Enrollment and Its Impact on 
College Readiness: Program Evaluation
Mentor: Gerald Thauberger

Donna Contreraz-Wetherbee
Ego Development and Spirituality  
in Midlife Women
Mentor: Vicki Foster

Jacquelyn Davis
Psychiatric Diagnosis and Service 
Utilization as Predictors of New College 
Students’ Academic Performance
Mentor: George Pate

D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  
A D V A N C E D  S T U D I E S  I N  H U M A N  B E H A V I O R

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  S T U D I E S  I N  H U M A N  B E H A V I O R

Patricia Ann Allen
Alyce Ziel Barrick
Ryeisha Stevena Bradham
Johanna Elizabeth Conrad
Cassidy Leach
Sharika Kenyata Lee
Wendi R Lucas
Lashonda H Netterville

Amanda Rackley Budhram
Laurie Rosenkrantz
Tammy Schotzko
Renee Marie Sitter-Booth
Shannon Lee Stivanelli
Waleska Triana
Debra Ann Way
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D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  
A D V A N C E D  S T U D I E S  I N  H U M A N  B E H A V I O R   continued

Carrie Fabiano
Perceptions of Internet Technology Use in 
an Aging Western Rural Population
Mentor: Joan Comeau
 
Cassie Lynn Gibbons
Marital Satisfaction Among Army 
Spouses: A Multivariate Analysis of the 
Influence of Attachment, Resiliency, 
Forgiveness, and Self-Awareness
Mentor: Ronald Everson

Ebonye Huggins
Perceptions of Job-Related Stress and 
Fatigue on the Familial Relationships 
and Social Interactions of Child Welfare 
Workers: A Qualitative Study
Mentor: Chris Kladopoulos

John Phillip James
Lived Experiences of Public Agency 
Counselors: A Phenomenological Study
Mentor: Stephanie Warren

Bobbie Jessa
The Experiences of Single Parents Using 
Religion to Help Cope With Stress
Mentor: Frances Mills

Amber Layton
Correlational Study of Leader Member 
Social Exchange, Burnout, and Self-Care 
for Mental Health Counselors
Mentor: Albert Smith

Christopher Dale Luce
Exploring Adult Child Carers Existential 
Experience Caregiving Dying Parents
Mentor: Philip Atkins

Alexandria Mccarthy
Exploring the Relationship Between 
Financial Advisor Emotional Intelligence 
and Perceived Client Relationship
Mentor: Ann Melvin

Jerome J McCarthy
Collegiate Coaches’ Descriptions of 
Managing Resources to Optimize Their 
Interpersonal and Family Relationships
Mentor: Joan Comeau

Joy Monroe
Understanding Spirituality in Adult 
Children of Protestant Ministers Who 
Experienced Termination
Mentor: Mary Rockey

Gwyda Myers
The Spiritual Conversion Experience of 
the African American Male
Mentor: Doris Hann-Morrison

Nassim Navi
An Exploration of Deaf Acculturation as 
Related to Communication Method and 
School Setting of Deaf Adults
Mentor: Chris Kladopoulos

Ronald A. Nurse
Case Study on Perceptions of Recovered 
Licensed Professional Counselors (LPCS) 
and Licensed Certified Alcohol and Drug 
Counselors (LCADC) Who Counsel Co-
Occurring Mentally Ill Chemical Abuser 
(MICA) Clients
Mentor: Cathy Sparks

Bolanle Odulate-Ogunnubi
Police Officers’ Perceptions of Cultural 
Norms and Domestic Violence Incidents 
in Lagos State, Nigeria
Mentor: Trent Nguyen

Loredana Pampinella
A Generic Qualitative Study on Mental 
Health Professionals Using EMDR and 
Play Therapy With Children
Mentor: Jannette Sturm-Mexic
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D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  C O U N S E L I N G  S T U D I E S

Moses Chism, Jr.
Emancipated Foster Care College 
Adults Who Have Experienced Negative 
or Positive Foster Care Occurrence 
Perceptions of Resiliency
Mentor: William Utesch

Willette Moore
Community Violence: A Look Into  
Coping Methods Utilized by African 
American Women
Mentor: Angela Banks-Johnson

D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  
A D V A N C E D  S T U D I E S  I N  H U M A N  B E H A V I O R   continued

Jenniffer Michelle Sherrill
Helping Professionals’ Experiences 
Treating Hispanic Male Victims of Rape 
or Sexual Assault
Mentor: Kyle Killian

Ronald Smith, Jr.
Virginia Secondary-School Counselors’ 
Descriptions of Student Reactions to 
National Mass School Shootings
Mentor: Philip Atkins

Shannon Tansey
A Qualitative Study: The Experiences  
of Child Abuse Investigators Working  
in a Decentralized Child Abuse  
Reporting Model
Mentor: Carrie VanMeter

Jaqueta Tilghman
African American Women’s Spiritual 
Experiences of a Higher Power  
After Diagnosis and Treatment 
of Breast Cancer
Mentor: Jocelyn Sherman

Ashlenn Ambanta Von Wiegand
A Qualitative Study of Professionals’ 
Challenges Working With Survivors of 
Sex Trafficking
Mentor: Kyle Killian
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Angie Anderson
A Quantitative Examination of 
Mindfulness and Impostor Phenomenon 
in Clinical Counseling Supervisors
Mentor: Holly Scott

Cierra Batiste
Self-Disclosure in Supervision
Mentor: Konja Klepper

Diane Marie Chandler
African Americans’ Described 
Experiences Seeking the Church After a 
Family Member’s Violent Death
Mentor: Jana Whiddon

Larena Davis
Ex Post Facto Analysis Examining Age, 
Gender, and Treatment Outcomes 
Between Inpatient Abstinence-Based 
and Medication-Assisted Treatment 
Models for Adults
Mentor: Bradley Willis

Tonya E Elliott
Otsigeya: Understanding Historical 
Trauma and Native American Women’s 
Experiences of Cultural Restoration
Mentor: Jeri Ellis

Jeremy Enzor
Friendship, Mental Health, and Doctoral 
Education: A Generic Qualitative 
Thematic Analysis
Mentor: Jana Whiddon

Kimberly Holtsclaw
Empathic Experiences of Midlife Adults 
Diagnosed With Attention Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) Within 
the Context of Their Pair Bonds
Mentor: Jana Whiddon

Jacob Jackson
Residential Mental Health Counselors’ 
Descriptions of Maintaining Practice 
Standards When Experiencing 
Compassion Fatigue
Mentor: Jana Whiddon

Laurie Anne Larsen
Mental Health Professionals’ Experiences 
Conducting Initial Assessments for 
Bariatric Surgery
Mentor: Amie Manis

Nkemdilim S. Okakpu
Prediction of Self Concept Based 
on Surveillance Reality Television 
Viewership With Gender, Race, Family 
Socioeconomic Status, Age, and 
Academic Level
Mentor: Jana Whiddon

Letitia Shanell Powell
Public School Counselors’ Self-Efficacy 
With Meeting the Needs of Students 
With Mental Illnesses
Mentor: Doris Hann-Morrison

DNetra Nichole Smith
Quantitative Correlation Between 
Depression and Psychological Need 
Satisfaction of Mothers, Post Cesarean
Mentor: Jana Whiddon

Melanie Smith
Treatment Fidelity and Diagnostic 
Subtype as Predictors of Outcomes in 
Intensive Eating Disorder Treatment
Mentor: Jana Whiddon

Jennifer Ann Stephenson
Clinicians’ Personal and Professional 
Experiences With Integrated Care: A 
Generic Qualitative Study
Mentor: Michelle de la Paz

D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  
C O U N S E L O R  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S U P E R V I S I O N
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D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  H U M A N  S E R V I C E S

Ernest Nana Yaw Annoh-Dompreh
Impact of Leadership, Communication, 
and Remuneration on Mental Health 
Employees’ Turnover Intentions
Mentor: Mary Rockey

Jane Arce-Bello
Young-Old Participation in Senior 
Centers: A Quantitative Study
Mentor: Mary Thomas

Beulah J Claiborne
Correlation Between Use of Patient 
Portals and Patient Satisfaction Among 
Hypertensive Patients
Mentor: Richard Johnson

April N Givens
A Phenomenological Study of African 
American Fathers Participating in 
Nonprofit Fatherhood Programs
Mentor: Kenneth Silvestro

Christy Miller
Predictors and Buffers of Nurse Manager 
Turnover Intentions: A Quantitative 
Approach
Mentor: Philip Atkins

Katrina Millet
Collaboration, Trust, and Commitment: 
An Investigation of Factors Affecting 
the Levels of Trust and Commitment in 
Nonprofit Organizations’ Collaborative 
Actions for the Purpose of Funding
Mentor:  Roger Morton

Monique Maline Morgan
Experiences and Perceptions of HBCU 
Administrators About LGBTQ Student 
Services Decisions
Mentor: Elaine Barclay

Charles Neill
Male Veterans’ Just World Beliefs in 
Correlation to Life Satisfaction and 
Contentment
Mentor: Kenneth Silvestro

Paulette Joy O’Gilvie
Casino Proximity and Poverty Levels  
in the Northeast: An Ecological 
Correlation Study
Mentor: Dale Wayman

Rhonda Preston
Community Violence Exposure: 
Experiences of African American Families
Mentor:  Edward Bell

Denese Ann-Marie Slowly
The Attitudes and Beliefs of Jamaican 
Immigrants Toward Clinical Research 
Participation
Mentor: Ronald Blaine Everson

Kerry O’Brien Smith
How Interagency Collaboration Serves 
Women and Children Survivors of 
Domestic Violence
Mentor: David Owens

Tracy L Spencer-Sandolph
African American Pastoral Response  
to Domestic Violence Through 
Collaborative Relationships
Mentor: Richard De Paris

Susan K Worsley
Exploring Length of Service, 
Temperament, and Job Satisfaction in 
Direct Care Workers
Mentor: Lynn Hackstaff



C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 0    |    21

Commencement Programs
This program is not an official graduation list. While every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes prevent 
inclusion of candidates’ names or may contain the names of persons who have 
not yet completed their graduation requirements. Graduates are listed once for 
each degree and/or certificate they have earned. Therefore, multiple listing of an 
individual indicates they have earned more than one academic credential. Degrees 
and honors will be awarded only upon successful completion of all requirements. 
This printed program, therefore, should not be used to determine a student’s 
academic or degree status. The University’s official registry for conferral of degrees 
is the student’s academic record, maintained by the Registrar’s Office, 225 South 
6th Street, 9th Floor, Minneapolis, MN 55402.
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Alumni Association and Career Services
Congratulations on your graduation from Capella University.

Today marks an incredible achievement, but it’s only the beginning. The Capella University 
Alumni Association offers resources to help you keep moving forward. Whether you’re looking 
for professional development opportunities, career services, or ways to continue your academic 
research and growth, you can turn to us for support in this next stage of your journey. Visit 
us on Alumni Campus (capella.edu/welcomealumni) for help in creating and implementing a 
strategy to achieve your unique career goals.  

We wish you the best in all your future endeavors.   

Sincerely,
Alumni Association and Career Services

The Capella University Mace Origin and Use
At commencement, a mace symbolizes the 
authority of the Capella University president 
to award degrees. The mace precedes the 
president and chancel party in the ceremonial 
procession. Capella University’s mace has 
been in use since 2000. The head of the mace 
is a copper representation of the globe, 
topped by the Capella University emblem and 
motto. The globe is supported by a carved 
wooden shaft, is nearly three feet in length, 
and weighs four pounds. 

In medieval times, the mace was a fighting 
weapon effective at penetrating armor in 
battle. Composed of a shaft adorned with a 
heavy head studded with blades, the mace 
came to be associated with the protection of the sovereign rulers of England and France 
and was carried by the king’s sergeant-at-arms and other royal bodyguards. As long-range 
weapons were developed, such as the long bow and the musket, the mace became a 
ceremonial object. 

In the 13th century, the mace was featured in processions of city mayors and 
other dignitaries, and academic institutions began to use the mace in the pageantry 
of ceremonial occasions. Today, the British House of Commons and the U.S. House of 
Representatives have official maces as do most universities and colleges in the United 
States and abroad.

In Memoriam
Diana Roloff Wright – PhD in Advanced Studies in Human Behavior
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Academic Regalia Origin and Use
The academic regalia worn today originated in the Middle Ages. The distinctive gown served 
to set the faculty and students apart from other citizens. Until after the Civil War, students at 
most American universities wore caps and gowns daily. They varied in design until they were 
standardized by the American Intercollegiate Commission in 1894. Bachelor’s gowns were to 
be made of worsted material with pointed sleeves; master’s gowns of silk with long, closed 
sleeves; and doctor’s gowns of silk with longer sleeves, faced with black velvet from neck to 
back, and with three velvet bands around each sleeve above the elbow. Hoods are made of 
the same materials as the gowns, the length varying with the degree. The lining of the hood 
identifies the highest degree-granting university by its colors. Capella University’s regalia 
colors are red and black.

The border of the hood indicates the academic disciplines in which the degree is earned:

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD—all disciplines)

Royal blue Philosophy
 
PROFESSIONAL DOCTORATE, MASTER’S, BACHELOR’S DEGREES, AND CERTIFICATES

Drab  Business
Lemon yellow Technology
Light blue Education and Counseling
Peacock blue Public Service Leadership and Human Services
Apricot Nursing
Salmon pink Health
Gold Psychology
Citron Social Work

Academic Honors
Many of our graduates are wearing colored cords to signify that they are honors recipients. 
They have earned this distinction by maintaining a high grade point average and by completing 
other requirements for university honors.

Baccalaureate degrees with honors are conferred upon students who have earned the 
following grade point averages:

• summa cum laude, 3.850–4.000 GPA  (gold cord)
• magna cum laude, 3.750–3.849 GPA  (silver cord)
• cum laude, 3.500–3.749 GPA  (cardinal cord)

Master’s degrees with honors are conferred upon students who have earned a grade point 
average of 3.850 or higher. These graduates are wearing a bronze and gold double cord. 
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FlexPath
Although they do not wear honors cords, our FlexPath graduates should be commended on 
their outstanding achievement. Capella’s Academic Recognition Policy is founded solely upon 
achievements in grade point average, which is factored with an A-F grading system and a 
course’s credit value. Because FlexPath is competency based, direct assessment, and self-
paced, it has neither A—F grading nor fixed terms (which standardizes academic credit). So 
even though FlexPath requires strong academic performance, learners in this delivery model 
are not eligible for formal academic recognition.

Military Honors
In recognition of their service to our country, active-duty and veteran military-affiliated 
graduates may wear a red, white, and blue military cord with their regalia. This cord was created 
by Jostens and was introduced for the first time at Capella’s Winter 2016 commencement 
ceremonies. 

Please join us in thanking these graduates and their families for their service and sacrifice.

Chi Sigma Iota
Congratulations to the inducted members of the Capella Chi Upsilon Chi (CUC) chapter 
of Chi Sigma Iota (CSI), the national counseling honor society. CSI promotes scholarship, 
research, professionalism, leadership, advocacy, and excellence in counseling, by recognizing 
high attainment in the pursuit of academic and clinical excellence. Capella members of 
CSI-CUC maintained a rigorous GPA and demonstrated a commitment to the counseling 
profession throughout their graduate program. The executive committee looks forward to 
serving its alumni as they transform into their new roles as professional counselors.

Delta Kappa
Congratulations to the honor society members of the PI Chapter of Delta Kappa, the 
International Marriage and Family Therapy Honor Society. These graduates are wearing 
red and gold honor cords. Delta Kappa recognizes the achievements of current students 
as well as practitioners already in the field who have achieved distinction and continue to 
make significant contributions to the field. Capella members of Delta Kappa maintained a 
rigorous GPA of 3.75 or higher. As the official honor society for the field of Marriage and 
Family Therapy, Delta Kappa serves to further and complement the fine work being done 
by the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy, the American Family Therapy 
Academy, and the International Family Therapy Association.

Phi Alpha
Congratulations to the graduates of the Phi Tau Chapter of the Phi Alpha Social Work Honor 
Society! These graduates are wearing blue and gold honor cords. Phi Alpha recognizes the 
achievements of current students who have achieved academic distinction and will continue 
to make significant contributions to the field. Capella members of Phi Alpha rank in the top 
35% of the MSW Class. Phi Alpha fosters high standards of education for social workers and 
invites into membership those who have attained excellence in scholarship and achievement 
in social work.
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About Capella University 
Capella University offers undergraduate, graduate, and certificate programs in the fields of 
business, counseling, education, human services, information technology, nursing, psychology, 
public administration, public health, public safety, and social work, with 47 degrees programs 
and 123 specializations. Capella University was founded in 1993, and today serves more than 
39,000 learners in all 50 states and 49 countries or territories.

Capella University is named for the twin star Capella, which is a pair of stars orbiting a common 
center. The name represents our philosophy of learning as a dynamic and collegial partnership 
between Capella and our learners.

Our Mission
The mission of Capella University is to extend access to high-quality bachelor’s, master’s, 
specialist, doctoral, and certificate programs for adults who seek to achieve their personal and 
professional potential. This mission is fulfilled through innovative programs that are responsive 
to the needs of adults and involve active, engaging, challenging, relevant learning experiences.

Educational Philosophy
At Capella University, we believe education transforms people’s lives and society—immediately 
and permanently. The innovative, intentionally designed competency-based education we offer 
enables adult learners to meet challenges in their careers, lead and make new contributions in 
their disciplines, and reach their professional and personal goals. Our educational pathways 
respect existing expertise and allow learners to focus on what is essential, as they gain new 
competencies and expand on those they already have. The credentials they earn are signs of 
the professional relevancy, quality, and immediate applicability of their educational experience 
at Capella University and help to create new opportunities in the future. As partners in their 
education, we proudly serve the lifelong learning ambitions that allow our learners, alumni, their 
many communities, and our broader society to thrive. 

Accreditation
Capella University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission.
Higher Learning Commission contact information: https://www.hlcommission.org, 
800.621.7440

Capella University
Capella Tower 225 South Sixth Street, Ninth floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55402




