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Welcome!
It’s my distinct pleasure to welcome you to Capella University’s virtual 
commencement ceremony. All of us at Capella—our board of trustees, faculty, 
and staff—are honored to celebrate with you and recognize the significant 
accomplishments of all our graduates. 
 
This unique moment in time touches all of us. While we wish we could celebrate 
your achievement together, I want to recognize that our coming together, virtually, 
is historic and meaningful. 

Your academic achievements, determination, and perseverance have brought you to 
this point. The diplomas and certificates earned recognize new achievement as well 
as new responsibilities—to your community, profession, family, and to yourself. You 
have the knowledge, skill, and professional countenance to make your part of the 
world a better place and to serve as a role model for those aspiring to attain what 
you have. 

As a participant in commencement, you join more than 90,000 Capella graduates 
who have gone before you. Many more will follow. Your success is a beacon to us 
all, and this commencement underscores the dedication and drive you showed 
throughout your studies. We stand together, better prepared, more focused, more 
deeply committed to making a difference in the future we share as a community. 

As you move forward with your life and career, the support of Capella University 
remains with you. I encourage you to stay close to Capella through our Alumni 
Association and let us know about your achievements. 
 
To the loved ones of our graduates: You deserve special recognition. We appreciate 
the unique challenges that our learners face as well as the sacrifices required of 
those around them. Your support and encouragement helped make their success 
possible. On behalf of Capella’s learners, faculty, and staff, I extend our sincere 
gratitude and admiration. 

Graduates, I encourage you to savor this moment—it is one you will long remember 
and cherish. Take pride in your accomplishments. We are honored to celebrate  
with you.

Sincerely,

Richard Senese, PhD, LP
President, Capella University
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Commencement Speaker   |   Wes Moore
Wes Moore is the CEO of Robin Hood, one of the largest antipoverty forces in the 
nation. He is a bestselling author, combat veteran, and social entrepreneur. Moore 
grew up in Baltimore and the Bronx, where he was raised by a single mother. He 
graduated Phi Theta Kappa from Valley Forge Military College in 1998 and Phi Beta 
Kappa from Johns Hopkins University in 2001. He earned an MLitt in International 
Relations from Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar in 2004. He then served as 
a captain and paratrooper with the US Army’s 82nd Airborne, including a combat 
deployment to Afghanistan. He later served as a White House Fellow to Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice. 

Moore’s first book, The Other Wes Moore, provided an analysis of American stories 
of success and failure. It became a perennial New York Times bestseller and has 
been optioned by executive producer Oprah Winfrey and HBO. He has authored 
other bestselling books, including The Work, Discovering Wes Moore, This Way 
Home, and, most recently, Five Days. 

Before becoming Robin Hood’s CEO, Moore was the founder and CEO of 
BridgeEdu, an innovative tech platform that addresses the college completion and 
job placement crisis by reinventing freshman year for underserved students. Moore 
has also worked in finance as an investment banker with Deutsche Bank in London 
and with Citigroup in New York. He has served on numerous nonprofit and social-
impact boards and is a lifetime member of the Council of Foreign Relations. 
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Capella University Academic Administration

Richard Senese, PhD, LP
President

Constance St. Germain, EdD, JD
Provost

Barbara Butts Williams, PhD
Executive Dean
External Relations and Partnerships
Dean Emerita, School of Business 
     and Technology

Heather Welzant, PhD
Dean
School of Education

Melissa McIntyre, PhD
Associate Dean
School of Education

Josh Stanley, EdD, NCC, ACS
Dean 
School of Counseling and Human Services

Todd Wilson, PhD
Dean
School of Business and Technology

Cheryl Boncuore, PhD
Associate Dean
School of Business and Technology

Jennifer Straub, PhD
Associate Dean
Division of Arts and Sciences

Elizabeth Riley, PhD
Dean
Harold Abel School of Psychology

Charlyn Hilliman, PhD
Dean
School of Public Service Leadership

Elizabeth (Betty) Nelson, PhD, RN
Dean
School of Nursing and Health Sciences

Bridget Roberts, PhD
Associate Dean
School of Nursing and Health Sciences

Ying Iverson, PhD
Assistant Provost
Academic and Faculty Affairs 

Curtis Brant, PhD
Dean
Research and Scholarship

Kelly Brooks
Registrar

Christy Davidson, DNP, RNC-OB
Director
Academic Success

Genevieve Feliu, PhD
Vice President
Academic Initiatives

Kate Freeborn
Director
Academic Operations

Tom Sonnek
Director
University Operations & Analysis
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Board of Trustees

Eric Jolly, PhD (Chair)

Mark Brown, MBA

Adrian Butler, DM

Rochelle Petermann, MS, LPC, CCMHC, NCC

Christopher King, PhD 

Diane Dayson, PhD

Lori Riley, MBA

Diana Rodriguez, MBA, MEd

Richard Senese, PhD, LP

Steven Snyder, PhD

Todd Sorensen, JD (Board Secretary)

Dwaun Warmack, EdD

Harry Williams, PhD
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 AM 

Greeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric Jolly, PhD
Capella University Board of Trustees, Chair

The National Anthem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emilton Cardona, Jr

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Senese, PhD, LP 
President, Capella University

Commencement Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wes Moore

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Elizabeth Riley, PhD,  
Dean, Harold Abel School of Psychology 

Conferral of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Senese, PhD, LP, President, and 
Constance St. Germain, EdD, JD, Provost, Capella University

Ceremony Closing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Senese, PhD, LP, President, and  
Capella University faculty and leadership
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Amina Farah Issa Abdi *
Ida Allen
Margaret Alley *
Thabet Anani *
Christina Marie Anquetil
Alicia Armstrong
Robert Baldassarre
Kara Joy Barnes
Tiffany Basto *
Cayman Battle *
Maria Bautista
Yasmin Benichay-Biton *
Susie Berry-Harris *
Helen Bibawy
Isra Murad Bisharat *
Raisean Blain *
Deanna Lynn Blair *
Melody A Boone *
Katelyn Hannah Bowen Morse *
Andrew Bowlby *
Jessica C Braun *
Tammy Brister *
Sarah Brizius
Ashley Eden Brooks *
Patricia Bunn
Lorna Burge
Nicole Burris
Leslie Calamateo Orellana *
Azyree Shantel Caraballo *
Clayton Carpenter
Jordan Carr *
Sharon Gail Cartwright
Hailey Case *
Ivette Cepero *
Komal Alena Charitra *
Mickey Chaudoin *
Steven Chavez
Gael Chin *
Tiffany D. Christian *
Gary Clark
Sarah Clegg *

Elizabeth Cohen *
Ernestine Combs
Madison Coomer
Jason W Coonts *
Danielle Cordova
Lee Anne Crafton *
Chrystal M Cree
Carli Crissman
Nicole Elizabeth Danieu
Daniel L. Davis
Lisa Michelle Days *
Gilberto H de Barros
Jessica Deddeh *
Heather Breann DeGrandis
Aimee Demond *
Vanessa Dennis
Cynthia Dillon-Munsterman *
Alicia Dinofrio *
Kathryn D’Onghia
Brittany Donner *
Kayla Duncan *
Shirneice Dunning
Laura Eichhorst
Melanie K Ewell *
Mark Faust
Ryan Joseph Federmeyer *
Tiago Ferreira *
Brooke J. Flores
Brittany Ann Fowler
Shernita Francis *
Kettia Francois *
Alisande Frasier *
Jessica Galle *
Jessica Gallegos
Jeffrey Glenn Garbacz *
Angella M Gard *
Monica Gardner
Karri Garrison *
Emily Catherine George
Natalia German *
Meghan Giacomuzzi *

Harold Abel School of Psychology

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y

*FlexPath Graduate
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B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Heather Glad *
Stacey Goldberg
Mandalyn Dawn Goldman *
Bradi Leigh Gordon *
John Grashorn
Latessia Green *
Katrina Gulley
Heather Habaqe *
Brittany Ann Hammond *
Brittany Nicole Hampson *
Jessica Hansen *
Tressa Hartmann *
Heather Hayden *
Angela Haynes *
Victoria Ann Hegwood *
Amanda Rose Henry
Brein Leigh Herbst
Kristen Hoffman
Grace Holcombe Preuett *
Natisha Holland
Audrey Rebecca Hollebeke
Heather Lynn Hootman *
Angela Paola Howell *
Raechel Hricik
Sarah Hudson *
Dwayne David Hummer *
Dillon Jeffries *
Stephen Jewett
Leslie Noel Johns *
Hannah Johnson *
Heather Johnson *
Varteny Khatchadourian *
Halanda Kidd
Kelly Ann King
Amie Kirby *
Katie Klingberg
Alissa Knott *
Jonathan Knowles *
Kimberly Alynn Kordos *
Michael Kult *
Kayla Lynn LaFata
Rebekah Landre *
Elliott Grayson Lawrence *
Ryan Christopher Lay *
Isaac Levin *

Erika Marie Loew
Sarah Lohse *
Lisa A Losleben
Kaci Lott
Jessica Low *
Ronnie Mack
Samantha Mack
Laura Elizabeth Martin
Anthony Renee Martinez
Terri Marie Martinez *
Valeria Martinez *
Rachel M Mason *
Alexandra Lee Mazzola *
Tiffany McClinton *
Rochelle N McCollum
Crystal Merkel
Kristy Metcalfe *
Allison C. Miall
Danielle Mohrhardt *
Jessica Bryant Moody
Porsha S Moody *
Christine Moore *
Krystina Muller *
Tisha Mullins *
Amber Joy Myers
Dana Michelle Nielson *
Victoria Ann North
Steven Oldenburg *
Madelene Ramona Oliver
Shelby Oliver *
Matthew Otto
Carol Pargan *
Aleshia Renee Parker
Tabatha Parker *
Abigail Sarah Patches *
Kimberly Anne Patton *
Nathaly Payne *
Yiarnalin Perez
Lindsey A Perusse *
Rebecca Prystash
Tyler John Purnell *
Andrea Pyle *
Troy Raiburn
Natalie Victoria Ramos *
Celisa Victoria Read *

*FlexPath Graduate
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B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

B A C H E L O R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y  P R E - C O U N S E L I N G

Courtney Nicole Reed *
Janet Reyes *
Candice Bergeron Richard *
Raykeysha Richardson *
Jaime Riley *
Roberto Rodriguez-Hammond *
Jill Romero *
Wilnette Rosado
Taylor Elisabeth Rose *
Vinecci Roundtree
Janie Kelley Roy *
Amanda Sanchez *
Amanda Sue Santa Maria
Elsa Santana-Minino *
Jennifer Rachele Sauls *
Elizabeth Schaus *
Stephen Scott
Annmarie Shea
Pamela Lee Shultz
Maura Shuttleworth *
Corey E Silcox *
Nicole Marie Simmons
Antonio Sentel Simon *
Amber Lynn Sisson
Anthony Lee Smith *
Kathy A Smith *
Chanda Sprague *
Sharon Stacey *
Glenda Stansbury
Dewanna Steamer *
Taylor Stearns *
Melissa Steffler
Tovya Stephens *
Jay Stutz

Amy Swanson *
Jinaki Thomas *
Linda F Thomas-Drouin *
Rasheedah Thompson
Cole Ryan Robert Tibbs *
Kimberly Gwaltney Tingen *
Cassandra L Towers
Jody Townsend *
Frances Amber Tyson *
Amanda Ulloa *
Kayla Valdez *
Tina Valdez
Heather Ann Vigil
Krystle Voreh *
Stephanie marie Wachter *
Brian Wallace *
Carley Wallenburg *
Beverly Walton *
Marquis Otis Ward
Sashikala Ward *
Ana Margaret Warren
Kimberle Watt *
Stefani Webb *
Debra Weisgerber
Sarah White
Monica Wiersma *
Chance Wilbanks
Alyssa Williams *
Teresa Jane Williams
Mary E. Wolf
Nathaniel Chase Yarborough *
Sean Yocum *
Victorya Zwerk *

Jessica Ehrlich Erika Eisenmann

*FlexPath Graduate
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G R A D U A T E  C E R T I F I C A T E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y

Salma Abdelrahmanabdalla
Jasmine Adams
Geannee Armant
Kelly Arostruhe
Jessi Bailey
Rebecca Estelle Belmont
Caroline Berry
Lori Collins-Delhez
Misty Cooke
Alexandra Crisan
Kristan Danielle Cruise
Tanesha Curl
Tamara Daniel
Irena Espana
Patricia Estadt
Silvana Fardos
Kimberly Figueroa
Rebecca Kathryn Foufas
Narissa Yvonne Gaines
Dixie A Garis
Alicia B Gayles
Mydia Givens
Liam O Hagarty
Sharon Han
Sheila Hazelet
Jana Hernandez
LaTrenda Hill
Matt Hoefer
Althea Houpe
Lindsay M Ickler
Buffie Jean Kasler
Meghan Lawrence
Florence Lopez
Krystina Mae Maniu
Angelia Marie Martin
Josette Fae Mata

Danielle Mcgill
Alicia McKinney
Angela Mohr
Michael Moore
Brian James Morgan
Exelena N Moss
Kyle Munoz
Breanna Neal
Ta-Niesha Nedab
Danisha Lynette Nunn
Sarah Marie Parks
Virginia Pope
Holly Raatz
Roberto Rinaldi
Geralyn Grace Robinson
Shashanna Shanae Rodgers
Tania Rodriguez
Tawnee A Rogers
Karrie Ruedy
Martha Elena Saavedra Benavides
Tamara Scurry
Arnesha Smalls
Jennifer Smith
Kesiah Smith
Veronica Soto-Feliciano
Dawn Starrett
Debra R Stills
Sasha Tanquia Stukes
Madeline Toland
Jason Urda
Leda Bertilda Vanegas
Novella M Washington
Yvette Leonie White
Marisa Wiehe
Joycelyn Williams Nee Green
Georgina M. Wynn-Fiorentino
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  C L I N I C A L  P S Y C H O L O G Y

Samantha M Aldrich
Alexis Amburgey
Amy Elizabeth Annis
Francesca Barajas
Heather Barrow
Mandi Bauer
Leticia Berrout
Mindy Sue Blank
Kylie Bourne
Astry Brana
Hailey Brockopp
Montique Nicole Brown
Shanera Brown
Melissa Nicole Brubaker
Diane Yolande Burke
Julia Burns
Hayley Burr
Tamara L Butler
Jordan Caster
Sangeeta S Chapman
Roxanne Jennifer Chavez
Toye Clack
D’Shahn Coleman
Bryana Cooper
Megan Corey
Lieu T Crews
Dekevyon Curtis
Candace M Demarco
Jaunette DeMello
Dejoun Denese Carmel Dennard
Tierney L Dvorak
Delyne Echevarria Galloza
Kaylene Edwards
Emily Fiduccia
Aquilla Amara Fletcher
Robyn Fletcher
Carol Elaine Fortson Williams
Melissa Caputo Freeman
Michele Fronheiser
Shay-La Gilbert
Tiffany Glover
Cynthia Haynes
Porschelle Haynes
Paul R Holmes
Alexandria Rae Bridges Holter
Amanda Marie Hopkins

Taniva Shata Hutchinson
Oluwaseyi B Ighereje
Crystal Irwin
Kevin Irwin
Brittany Nicole James
Kim Karol Janis
Anton Jefferson
Jaliece King
Jenna M King
Jessikah Lee Kipf
Virginia Kropp
Jessica Lee Lafountain
Randi Lee Leonard
Kathleen Madigan
Angelia Marie Martin
Debra Ann Martin
Lateefah Martin
Nashia Nicole Mayfield
Nicholas John Melville
Janki Mevawala
Aric Miller
Kyndra Muench
Maria-Jose Naczas
Nicholas Niemann
Jennifer Olin-Harris
Gina Kristie Page
Sheritta Phillips
Damien Pittard
Scarlett Quenette
Kirstie Ann Rathman
Marisa Ann Renteria
Tiffany Reynolds
Sylvia Gail Ricketson
Brittany Robinson
Karen Marie Rogers
Paula Michelle Ross
Eric Scott
Sandra Lee Sellam
Jessica Smith
Likedra Shznelle Smith
Susan Jean Torres
Alexis Trampel
Adam Urbania
Stacey Lynn Vargas
Jennifer Welsh
Holly Michelle West
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  C L I N I C A L  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y

Yvette Leonie White
Marisa Wiehe
Preston A Wimbush, Jr.
Deidre-Ann Wong

Tou Pheng Yang
Elizabeth Ann Zavoral
Kayla Zetti

Shanequia Adams
Raven Adkins
Lourdes Cristina Aguilar
Joshua Aguirre
Michelle Aichlmayr
Kelsey Joyce Albrecht
Melissa Alcasid
Alessandra Alfaro
Sehar Ali
Jasmine Allen
Krystal Andazola
Jessica Carol Anderson *
Marie W. Anderson
Michele N Angione
Hina Anwar
Sydney Applewhite
Alan Apsley
Catalina Arango
Verena Ardison
Matthew Arellano
Jillian C Arenson
Mellisa Nicole Armijo
Kirk Arndt
Letticia Arnold
Kelly Arostruhe
Meaghan Renee Arsola
Jayson Wade Artaz *
Jewel Arter
Deniz Melinda Aston
Steven Attallah
Cristina Autry
Cynthia Jane Azaret
Angela Babb
Melissa Christine Badertscher *
Jessica Hanmi Bae

Allynne Bailey *
Lynne Baker
Aketzali Balderrama-Hernandez
Alisha Baldino
Roslyn Baldwin
Amanda Banner
Alexandria Barajas
Sarah Justine Barakat Mullins *
Anita Danielle Barker
Alyssa Barreto
Britteny Sherice Bates *
Sarah Beasley
Sheila Beaudoin
Samantha Behan
Alison Bell *
Tiffhany Bell
Lisa Marie Beltrani *
Mackenzie Lynn Bemis
Melissa Marie Bennett
Samantha Marie Berry
Raven Simone Best
Kelsey Bette *
Larissa Betty *
Conan James Bicknell
Lauri Bingham
Michelle Cabrera Blache
Megan Blackwood
Alysia Blakeman *
Megan Blanchard
Jocelyn Blander
Hannah Mae Blankenship
Brian J Blazek
Ethel Bloodworth
Marvin Timothy Blue
Dana Bougie

*FlexPath Graduate
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Amber Bounket
Sarah Elizabeth Bower
Ashley  Bragg
Tiayra Branch
Meghan Kathleen Branche
Alonda Braxton
Teena Michelle Britt
Stanley Brizz *
Elizabeth Brockman
Brady Lynn Brown
Emily Brown
Keearra Brown
Lindsey Dianne Brown
Hannah Browning
Tricia Anne Buchwald *
Natalie Buckley
Alexa M Budhi
Sharonda Monique Bullock
Delaney Burgos
Jessica Burkle
Brittanne Burnside
Erica Marie Bush *
Cheyann Calendrillo *
Natasha Christina Calkins
Andrea Campbell
Rachel Canaday *
Kyana Canady
Michelle C Capers
SamQuinta Nyeshia Capers
RaShawndra D’Anese Caraballo *
Donald Carlsen
Amanda Carpenter *
Dana Carson
Dacelina S Carter *
Dominica Carter
Lisa Carter
Vince Carter *
Erin Michelle Casey
Ashleigh Caskey
Rebecca Raquel Castillo
Alma Castillo-Vona
Annaliese Castro
Ramon Dario Castro
Mounia Chaffai Mellouki
Lauren E’lena Chambers

Jessica L. Chandler *
Paula Chandler
Chris Ann Charlson
Allison Chatman
Jack Cincotta *
Johnniqua Virginia McKinney Clark *
Amber Cleveland
Nichole Cloyd
Mariah Coggins
Virginia Marie Cole
Ryan Paul Coleman
Kevin Colligan *
Casey Collison *
Tasha Comstock *
Jeannette Convery
Kevin Conyers
Lindsay Cook
Nancy Cooke *
Rebecca Cool
Jacey Cordeiro
Yolanda Cortes
Mikaela Jo-lena Costales
Lacey Cotten
Aimee Cotton
Courtney Cox
Myesha J Cox
Sara Rose Cramer
Bianca Crandell
Cassandra Claire Crowley Fusco *
Heather Cruz
Lizbeth Cruz
Roseanna Marie Cruz
Amy Curle
Janet Marie Czaplewski *
Lauren Perlee Dakters
Mary Elizabeth Dalsing
Charles D’Angelo
Jelena Dangubic
Brianna Lynae Davenport *
Nicole Davis *
Nina Denise Dawes
Jenna Dehn
Amy DeMascolo
Chanelcherie K Demello
Hannah Demmer

*FlexPath Graduate
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Sindhu Monica Dharani Murthy
Deila Diffoot-Rivera
Justin J DiGangi
Samantha Lynn Dikun
Erin P Dilley-Jones
Maria DiModugno
Laura Divirgilio
Jelisia Jemae Dixon
Tiana Dixon
Alexa Dodgson
Nancy Dolan *
Carin Donadio
Lee Ann Donaubauer
Allyson Kasey Dorner
Hana Dougherty
Deborah K Drake *
Darlene Du Brall *
Yvonne Duarte
Chelsie Duncan
Ladedria Dunigan
Mollie Duran
Stephanie Nicole Eder
Kristen Marie Ejchorszt
Melissa Ellington
Tiffany N Erb-Robins *
Jasmine Lashun Ervin
Tamara Estes *
Kerrie Ann Fairchild
Sylvia Falcon *
Silvana Fardos
Brian Francis Farragher
Jessica Farrar
James Reginald Fayton
Dustin Ferguson
Monica Fernandez *
Carly Sue Ferrell
Jeannine R Fishel *
David Eran Fitzpatrick
Monica Marie Flinn
Timothy Flynn
Pamela Lynn Follett *
Brittany Fontenot
Cassandre Devin Eva Foster
Sarah Renae Fowler *
Cynthia Franke *

Christopher Frankenfield
Celina Franklin *
Paulina Frasse
Kelly Fried *
Chalee Fronk
Faith Elizabeth Galletley
Maryori Garcia
Paola Garcia-Lopez
Ashley Victoria Garman
Amanda Gaspardo
Michela Gearin *
Megan Gerow
Kristen Marie Gift
Rachael Celestin Gilles
Ariana Gillespie
Dennareo O’Keith Gilmore *
Josette Glenn
Toshanna Glover *
Ifunanya Ara Godwin
Abigail Goldberg *
Keron Golding
Stacey Golmon
Christiana Leigh Gomez *
Yessica Gone
Alyssa Gonzalez *
Kristina Michelle Gonzalez
Natasha LeeAnn Goodhart *
Andrea Grace Gordon
Chelsea Graham
Ensley Graves
Christina Greco
D’John Greer
Tracie Griffin
Mark Grosch
Sandra Lorelle Guerra
Amanda Guilkey
Jeremy Gwin *
Grace Kathryn Haberkorn
Christine Victoria Haggerty
Zachary Austin Hales
Leanna Hamdan
Cynesha Latres Hamilton
Kylie Hunter Hardman
Lekeshia Harless
Jessica Nicole Hart

*FlexPath Graduate
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Erick Hassan *
Megan Haverstock
Brittney Hawkins
Miranda Hayes
Laura Elizabeth Hebert
Jayne Hellenberg *
Chrystal Hemphill
Nicole Leeann Herbig *
Julian F Hernandez
Sarai Hernandez
Tabias Hilliard
Braelin Hiscox
Matthew Hitchner *
Meghan Leigh Hodgdon *
Nicole Laura Hoffman
Kelly Hofheins
Sydney Hoke
Chelsea Holley
Tara Hollingshed *
Bianca Holloman
Linda J Holmes
Abby Hope
Marchett Hopkins
Justin Horstman
Sarah Housholder
Alexis Howard
Jessica Hren *
Heidi Hull *
Cassandra Hunt
Kaitlyn Hutterer
Oanh Hoang Huynh
Keesha Danielle Ibrahim
Leonardo Alberto Inclan
Hania Jakszuk
Marina Kogot James *
Dayna Janeway *
Tiara Jeanlouis
Mary Jeffrey
Amber Jenson *
Samantha Renee Jernstrom
Hannah Jin
Kimberly Johns
Grace Johnson
Jessica Nicole Johnson
Jonathan Jermaine Johnson

Samone Cumbee Johnson
Britt Johnson-Dunlop
Antonio Louis Jones
Leloni Renee Jones *
Teiya Jones *
Christina Joyce
Maddison Keefover-Lahr
Tina M Kelly
Marjorie Lynnette Kennebrew
Margee Keoshian
Summer Khatib *
Jessica Kim
Tiffany N King
Tramacia Lane Kitchens
Achaia Seantris Koennecke
Sapna Kaur Kohli *
Wendy Sue Kraemer
Ines Kreuz *
Gretta Krier *
Jessica Kroeker
Francesca Nancy Lallos Brandl
Julie Lalowski *
Tiffany Larosa
Ann Patrice Larson
Nicholas K Larson
Chanae Yvette LaSalle *
Tsz Huen Lau
Malyna Lavarias
Jeannine Carol Lawson
Yesenia Lechuga
Ramar LeGrande *
Jessica Lepri
Syneathia Monique Lett *
Amanda Lewis
Heather Lewis
Theresa Linder
Maicelys LLiteras *
Andrea Long
Patrica Ann Long
Karla Cecilia Lopez
Julissa Ivelise Lopez-Correa
Stephanie Marie Loving *
Jessica Lea Lucas
Laura Luna *
Anna Lunak *

*FlexPath Graduate
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Thomas Maby
Adriana Macias *
Alejandra Madrigal-Juarez
Nidda Mahr
Colleen V. Malinowski *
Olivia Mallery
Briana Maloney
Taylor Mann
Colleen Marie Marcinkoski
Michael Marek *
Shadab Mariam
Alexandra Elizabeth Marin *
Kendra Leigh Marley *
Krystle Marra
Reconna Marshall
Guadalupe Martinez
Elise Marzolf *
Zarah Katherine Mason
Shannon Elizabeth Masters
Josette Fae Mata
Michelle Matayoshi
Michelle Maury
Matthew Joseph Mausbach *
Nicayla Maxwell
LeeAnn J Mayer
Alyssa C. McDuffie *
Caitlin Dey McGuire
Amy McKendrick
Nicole McKenzie
Johanna Kate McKinney *
Mammy McLean
Lourdes Daniela Medina Quintero
Zachary Meekings
Purvi Mehta *
Eimi Mejia
Samantha Cheyenne Melendez
Nicole M Mennella
Jessica A Merrill
Jessica Kristine Messier
Kayla Naomi Mickens
Lauren Miklose
Kyra L Mills *
Joyce Milone
Wes Mitchell *
Margaret Mitchen

Samira Mohammed
Kate Moon
Michael Moore
Stephanie Morales
Wade D Morehouse *
Bonnie Morelock *
Brian James Morgan
Megan Morris
Lisa Morton *
Taylor Moscoe
Richard V Mosera *
Andreya R Mosley
Yuly Munoz *
Zachry Munson
Kevin Murphy
Sadie Murphy
Sakeena Myrick
Julieta Navarro
Jonathon Neumann
Chelsea Niedzwiecki
Keni Lyn Nodland
Sade Noel *
Latreasha Chave Mareish Nolen
Danisha Lynette Nunn
Matthew O’Dell
Bianca Odoms
Toks Oduwole *
Beverly Ngozi Okereke
Antigone Orfanos
Osasumwen Osasogie
Julianne O’Shea
Kayla Pacifici
Nicole Paiste *
Danielle Parker *
McKenzie Parker
Teveria Cassandra Parks
Alayna Pasztalaniec
David Pate *
Kuryn Patterson
Courtney Danielle Paus *
Amy Pearman
Desirae Peel
Bria Peete
Aleida A. Perez Olivo
Tanae Peterson-Evans

*FlexPath Graduate
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Angela Petree
Daniel E Pierre-Pierre *
Hannah Platipodis
Andrey Poliard
Amanda Leigh Polk
Jason Porter *
Lynette Danielle Trisha Powell
Walita Powell
Angela M Prada *
Charity Dawn Prater
Kristin Renee Privett
Yue Qi
Julia Rabago *
Nicholas Rabon
Klaudeta Ralko
Victoria Ramdin
Kenia Ramos Murcia
Tara Joy Rappaport
Iram Rashid
Mackenzie Ray
Amanda Raye King
Kristina Reinhardt
Sara Reterstoff
Joel O Reyes
Ryan Matthew Rhodes *
Daniel Jason Richter
Maggie Ridgeway
Isamar Rivera
Shawn Robenolt
Joseph Robert
Hailey Roberts
Cori S. Robinson *
Maria de los Angeles Rodas
Shashanna Shanae Rodgers
Jaime Rodriguez *
Nicole Ashley Rodriguez
Yanely Rodriguez
Robert George Romagnolo
Daniela Aracely Roman
Shawna Romanelli
Tasia Yong Rose
Dairis Rosello
Rebecca Adele Roslan
Christine Marie Rouleau *
Jessica Rountree

Nadia Rubio
Kristen A Ruchalski
Gorman John Ruggiero
Angela Russell *
Rhiannon Beth Rynicki-Wilder
Martha Elena Saavedra Benavides
Diana Sanchez-Perez
Sherika Sanders
Selena Santiago
Noreen Marie Sarlauskas
Paola Maria Scaduto
William James Schafer
Jessica Lynne Schamp
Courtney Schietinger
Brytni Schifano
Erica Ann Schulze *
Jennifer Schumaker *
Gabrielle Sclafani
Diane Elaine Scornavacchi *
Cory Scott *
Stephy Sebastian
Deirdre Selby
Lindsey Serrano *
Chelsey Setliff
Christian Sexton *
Lindsey Shafer *
Ahla Shaikh
Laurie Shaw
Pierre Shenouda *
Carley Sheppard
Kristy Sheppard
Obaida Shwaiki *
Meredith Morgan Sicko
Nayeem Siddique
Kristina Sieh
Tiffany Sierra
Brooke Maire Sieverding
Tracey L Simolaris
Jessie Anne Sinclair
Pirin Singapan *
Melody Singletary
Stacy Sinon
Colleen Barbara Skoczen
Ronda Slonaker
Arnesha Smalls

*FlexPath Graduate
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M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Amanda Smith *
George Smith II
Kelcie Smith *
Mary Dorothy Smith *
Stephanie Smith
Erica Sokoya
Douglas Squatriglia
Jamie Stabel
Jaclyn Marie Staropoli
Sloane Lement Stein
Cierra Mikaela Stewart
Felicia Stewart
Amy Stotland
Andrea Sutherland
Tricia Suveg
Nia Marie Swain
Kayla Marie Swanson *
Samuel Swanson
Amy Sweat *
Nicole Swift
Kimberly Table
Adrianna Tacopino
Priya P Talati
Brynn R,T Tawwater
Megan Nicole Teall
Stephanie Victoria Tennis *
Amanda Tew
Courtlyn Thomas
Rhea Thomas
Rachael Thrailkill
Elise Tieu
Kimberly Gwaltney Tingen *
Lucia Tossone Cava *
Alicia Tran
Irish E. Trinidad
Nora Tuioti-Mariner
Sharon Tull
Rhoda Tyler
Courtney Ussery
Janelle Marie Valentine- Hill
Madison Van Batavia
Alexandra VanDamme
Leda Bertilda Vanegas
Mai Vang
Denlecia R Vanterpool
Lauren Alexandria Varn-Myers

Dayna Sher Vibbard *
Olivia Burton Vincent *
Andrea Simone Vinning
Leah Christina Vogt
Travis Rose von Keller
Morgan Wade
Alyssa Kaylan Wagner
Luke James Wagner
Haley Alayne Walker
Kaitlin Walmer
Leila Ildari Ward *
Magdalena Ward
Jacob Watson
Petra Wattigney
Gladys Faith Webb
Tamara Weems
Chloe Weilenmann *
Twanna Wheeler *
Christine Elizabeth White
Connie White
Corinna Whittaker
Debra Wickham
Tracey Ann Wikander
Kelis Topeka Wiley-Vogel
Chad M Wilkes
Elizabeth P Williams
Jessica Williams
Juanita Williams
Kenneth Lee Williams, Jr. *
LaNae C Williams
Shante Williams
Taneca Williams-Eaddy
Charntelle L Willis
Erica Willis
Lavern Wilson *
Shelby Nicole Wilson
Terri Anika Wilson
Cheyenne Marie Wood
Laurel Ann Wosilius *
Bethany Mae Wright
Megan Elizabeth Wright
Tia Patrice Wright
Kenya DaNisa Wynn
Rachel Rose Yarusso
Ross O Young

*FlexPath Graduate
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P O S T - M A S T E R ’ S  C E R T I F I C A T E  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y

Sara Lyn Vinson

D O C T O R  O F  P S Y C H O L O G Y

Angela E Barker
Promoting Healthy Internet Gaming 
Among Preadolescent Youth: A  
DBT-Informed Program
Mentor: Amy Donovan

Clifton Dale Garner, Sr.
A Program to Integrate Religion, 
Spirituality, and Psychological Support 
Within the African American Community
Mentor: Amy Donovan

Nina Pesochinsky
Effect of Refractive Vision Correction of 
Myopia and Hyperopia Through Laser 
Surgery (Lasik & PRK) on Symptoms of 
Depression, Stress Perception and  
Self-Esteem in Adults (22-55)
Mentor: Donna Russell 

Sharon Renee Simington
Evidence Based Treatment for  
Co-Occurring Disorders in Adolescent 
Alternative Integrated Education
Mentor: Isaac Martinez

Elizabeth Subramaniam
Mobile Mental Health Truck Program
Mentor: Marilyn Marks-Frey

Krista Yucuis
Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction 
Training in Distance Doctoral Psychology 
Programs: A Program to Mitigate Stress
Mentor: Julie Baumberger

D O C T O R  O F  P S Y C H O L O G Y  I N  S C H O O L  P S Y C H O L O G Y

Megan Bates
Taaliba Edwards

Veronica Morales Soto
Monica Trivino
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D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y

Jamila A Ajanku-Willie 
Diversity in Employment: A Quantitative 
Analysis of Awareness in Hiring Decisions
Mentor: Brigit Olsen

Farhana Akter
Exploring the Relationship Between 
Facebooking, Immigration Status, Age, 
and Self-Esteem: A Correlational Study
Mentor: Lynda Cable

Iva Jean Armstrong
The Decision-Making Process That Law 
Enforcement Officers Experience: A 
Grounded Theory Study
Mentor: Joanni Sailor

Sherry Asplund
Transcendental Experiences in Nature:  
A Heuristic Inquiry
Mentor: Mike Doogan

Jeffrey Allan Bechthold
Surrogate Partners’ Experiences  
Working With Sex Therapy Clients: 
A Multiple-Case Study
Mentor: Mike Doogan

Christine Julie Bonczek
Media Literacy, Media Usage, and 
Personal Experience, Predicting Beliefs 
About Heroin Addiction
Mentor: Samuel Ofei-Dodoo

Elizabeth Boyd
Examining the Predictive Role of 
Personality Traits, Denominational 
Membership, and Years of Experience on 
the Likelihood of Male Pastors to Display 
an Avoiding Conflict Management Style
Mentor: Brigit Olsen

Sarah Catherine Branham
A Qualitative Exploration of Romantic 
Relationships: Perspectives of Educated 
Men in Emerging Adulthood
Mentor: Rosanne Roberts

Willard T. Brannen, Jr.
Predicting Resilience Following  
a Natural Disaster
Mentor: Alisa Estey

Heather White Bryant
Social Interactions of Adult World  
of Warcraft Players: A Grounded  
Theory Study
Mentor: Diana Riviera

Princess Charles
A Qualitative Investigation of 
Coming Out for African American 
Gay Men
Mentor: Daniel Turner

Laura Alejandra Cortes Franco
Text Messaging, Performance, and 
Satisfaction in the Workplace: An LMX 
Approach
Mentor: Paula Fremont
Roger McLeod Crump
The Influence of Regulation and  
Level of Agreeableness on Cooperation  
in Social Traps
Mentor: Loraine Fernandez

Natarsha Ronella Davis
African American Women’s Narrative to 
Managing Race-Related Stress
Mentor: Thomas Vail

Nicole Cristen Dennis
Predicting Manager-Rated Job  
Suitability Scores for Applicants With 
Alcohol-Related Facebook Activity
Mentor: Elizabeth Koman
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D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Susan Dixon
A Generic Qualitative Inquiry of Parents 
Describing the Experience of Bullying 
Between Their Children
Mentor: Gabriela Mihalache

Johanna Evans
Case Mix Index, Hospital Size, Physician 
Specialty, and Location: A Predictive 
Study of Physician Burnout
Mentor: Brigit Olsen

Amy Leigh Hornsby Foltz
Successful Male-Female Mentoring 
Relationships in Nontraditional 
Occupations: A Grounded Theory Study
Mentor: Deborah Vogele Welch

Sharmila K Ford
The Effects of Academic Reading 
Attitude, Gender, and Class Level  
on Perceived Competence in Online 
College Students
Mentor: Hilary Sowa

Melissa Fortson
Emotional Support, Self-Esteem, and 
Adult Attachment Styles as Predictors 
for Relational Well-Being in Romantic 
Relationships
Mentor: Loraine Fernandez

Breezy Fransen Caldwell
Visionary Leadership and Intrinsic 
Motivation as Predictors of Perceptions 
of Meaningful Work in Project Managers
Mentor: Paula Fremont

Brian F Gale
The Experience of Toxic Relationships 
Among Military Service Members: A 
Generic Qualitative Study
Mentor: Douglas Styles

Katie Terese Goike
Achievement, Satisfaction, and 
Engagement as Functions of Learning 
Environment and Technological Savvy
Mentor: Brian Zax

Helen Irene Green
The Lived Experience of Male  
Caregivers to Aging Family Members
Mentor: Theresa Crawford

Larissa Grissom
College Students With Learning 
Disabilities Achieving Academic Success: 
A Generic Qualitative Study
Mentor: Elliot Benjamin

Matthew William Guasco
The Mentoring Process Among USAF 
Officers: A Grounded Theory Study
Mentor: Louis Kavar

Sarah A Hamilton
How Extraversion, Gender, and Income 
Influence Millennials’ Use of Cell Phones 
While in a Car
Mentor: Lynda Cable
Brendan Michael Hickey
Reading Comprehension and Early Life 
Stress: A Counter-Balanced Within-
Subjects Study of College Students
Mentor: Carlos Contreras

Verlonda M Jackson
The Experience of Happiness in Married, 
African American Adults: A Generic 
Qualitative Study
Mentor: Theresa Crawford

Ryan Keith Jefferson
Role Clarity and Employee Engagement: 
A Quantitative Study of Student Affairs 
Professionals
Mentor: Paula Fremont
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D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Kathleen Ann Joachim
The Gay Men’s Experience of  
Friendship in Masculinized Industries
Mentor: Antonio Santonastasi

Jessica Jordan-Coutain
Single African American Mothers’ 
Experiences of Relationships With Their 
Sons: A Qualitative Investigation
Mentor: Diana Riviera

Carin E Kimura
Work Location and Gender’s  
Impact on Correctional Officer  
Total Job Satisfaction
Mentor: Elizabeth Koman

Emily Klover
The Experience of Women Working  
in Technology Over 10 Years
Mentor: Antonio Santonastasi

Nicholas Koumarianos
The Experience of Millennial Gay  
Males After Using a Gay Dating App:  
A Case Study
Mentor: Gabriela Mihalache

Cristy Janet Leask
An Investigation Into the Factors 
Affecting Pro-Environmental Behaviors 
in the Retail Sector
Mentor: Angela Bruch

Alexandra J Lis
Social Identity, Self-Efficacy, and the 
Prediction of Academic Self-Concept in 
Nontraditional College Students
Mentor: Thomas Vail

Kristin L Lloyd
The Process of Lifestyle Change for 
Women Who Have Undergone Bariatric 
Surgery: A Grounded Theory Study
Mentor: Theresa Crawford

Tanya Lovejoy-Capers
The Experience of Thriving Among Black 
Women Following Oppression
Mentor: Louis Kavar

Daryl S Lytle
Quantitative Examination of Time 
Perspective and Empathy Among 
Multiple Age Groups of Adults
Mentor: Loraine Fernandez

Stephen Jennings Michas
The Experience of Creating Mandalas by 
Mandala Artists: A Qualitative Generic 
Thematic Analysis
Mentor: Diana Riviera

Nicole Middleton
The Narcotics Anonymous (NA) 
Acculturation Experience: A Grounded 
Theory Study
Mentor: Joseph Damiani

Kimberly A. Morgan
The Experience of Being in a Gay 
Committed Relationship With a  
Partner Who Has a Problem With 
Substance Use: A Generic  
Qualitative Inquiry Approach
Mentor: Louis Kavar

D’Andra Moss
Motivations for Improvements Between 
Elite Professional Athletes Playing in 
Europe: A Quantitative Study
Mentor: Scott Wowra

Kimberly Murphy
What Are the Experiences of  
Followers as They Grow and Develop 
While Working for a Servant Leader: 
A Case Study
Mentor: Deborah Vogele Welch



C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 0     |    23

D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Salina Norton
Do Personality and Self-Efficacy Predict 
Resilience in Women Who Overcome 
Traumatic Experiences?
Mentor: William Cameron

Christopher O’Connor
Predicting Career Decision Self-Efficacy 
Among Veterans of the U.S. Military
Mentor: Kathleen Hughes

Robert Ott
The Ability of Grit, Emotional 
Intelligence, Age, and Gender to  
Predict Life Satisfaction
Mentor: Lynda Cable

Mayur Pahilajani
Experiences of College Faculty Members 
Teaching Students With Intellectual 
Disabilities: A Qualitative Analysis
Mentor: Donna Russell

James E. Patrick
Experience of Emergency Physicians 
Evaluated Through Patient Satisfaction 
Surveys: A Qualitative Study
Mentor: Sara Jarvis

Nicole Marie Peatross
Differences in Work Engagement, 
Organizational Commitment, and Job 
Satisfaction as a Function of Gender  
and Spillover Work
Mentor: Angela Bruch

N. Theresa Peck
Lawmakers Describe Their Experiences 
With Mental Health Decision Making:  
A Generic Inquiry
Mentor: Mike Doogan

Rachael M Phillips
Age, Sex, and Personality as Predictors of 
Job Satisfaction and Cyberslacking in an 
All Remote Workforce
Mentor: Brigit Olsen

Destinee Prete
Post-9/11 Female Veteran Workforce 
Transition Experience: A Multiple  
Case Study
Mentor: Paula Fremont

Lee Ann Price-Taiwo
Experiences of Code Switching Among 
African American Young Adults: A 
Qualitative Study
Mentor: Rosanne Roberts

Kim M Proctor
Effects of Age Grouping and GED or High 
School Equivalency Degree Attainment 
on the Combined Linear Variate Scores of 
Academic Motivation and Self-Efficacy: A 
Multivariate Investigation
Mentor: Reba Glidewell

Amanda Nicole Rea
Understanding Gender, Generation,  
and Educational Differences in 
Conformity to Feminine Norms
Mentor: Loraine Fernandez

Scott Anthony Reigle II
Interaction Between Parental  
Technology Use and Child’s Age on  
the Parent-Child Relationship
Mentor: Loraine Fernandez

Alondria J. Richardson-Alexander
Experiences of African American Parents 
Who Have Premature Children With 
Developmental Delays
Mentor: William Cameron



24    |    C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 0 C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 0     |    25

D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Jason Edward Rucker III
A Comparative Study Between Cockpit 
Stress and Aeronautical Decision- 
Making Among General Aviation and 
Professional Pilots
Mentor: Steven Linnville

Amanda Jane Saeger
An Examination of the Correlation 
Between Multiple Factors and Ability to 
Cope With Chronic Kidney Disease
Mentor: Thomas Vail

Inge Kristen Salierno
Parents’ Process of Acceptance  
of Autism Spectrum Disorder
Mentor: Jessica Emick-Seibert

Kristina N Schrag
The Lived Experiences of Gifted Students 
in Mainstream Classrooms:  
A Phenomenological Study
Mentor: Elliot Benjamin

Jennifer M Shepard
Generational Differences in Work Values 
Between Managers and Nonmanagers 
Measured Using the Motives, Values, and 
Preferences Inventory
Mentor: Elizabeth Koman

Jessica Strayer
Predicting Workplace Flow State From 
Facets of Mindfulness, Job Classification, 
and Leadership Status
Mentor: Elizabeth Koman

Sandra Gale Stubbs
Female College Student-Athletes: Lived 
Social and Emotional Experiences During 
the First Year of College
Mentor: William Cameron

Stephanie Tavarez
Building the Transfer-Ready Trainee for 
Interpersonal Skills Training: A Case 
Study Dissertation
Mentor: Dawn Starrett

Al Brent Tharpe
Trust Building Among Law Enforcement 
Officers and Their Supervisors: A 
Qualitative Case Study
Mentor: Paula Fremont

Vonella M Triplett
Perceptions of Sexual Misconduct  
of African American Clergy:  
A Qualitative Study
Mentor: Mark McCaslin

Gretchen Warden Stark
Perceptions of Educators Concerning 
Traditional and Cyberbullying: A Generic 
Qualitative Inquiry
Mentor: Rosanne Roberts

Maxine Warner
A Qualitative Study of Law  
Enforcement Officers’ Perceptions  
of Officer Misconduct
Mentor: Theresa Crawford

Veronica Warren
The Experiences of Being African 
American Women at a Predominantly 
White Religious College
Mentor: Patricia Hinton

Shura Steven Whitaker
Organizational Climate of Change and 
the Effect of Gender, Race/Ethnicity, and 
Years on the Job Characteristics:  
A Quantitative Analysis
Mentor: Richard Hale
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D O C T O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y   continued

Douglas K. Williams
Predicting Information Technology 
Remote Worker Retention: A Multiple 
Regression Analysis
Mentor: Elizabeth Koman

Jo Anna L Williamson
A Validation of Keppel and Walter’s 
Classification Model for Serial  
Sexual Murderers
Mentor: Brian Zax

Jemalyn Dayao Zillmer
The Influence of Leadership Style, 
Generational Affiliation, and Gender on 
Federal Employee Job Satisfaction
Mentor: Elizabeth Koman
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Commencement Programs
This program is not an official graduation list. While every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy in this commencement program, printing deadlines sometimes prevent 
inclusion of candidates’ names or may contain the names of persons who have 
not yet completed their graduation requirements. Graduates are listed once for 
each degree and/or certificate they have earned. Therefore, multiple listing of an 
individual indicates they have earned more than one academic credential. Degrees 
and honors will be awarded only upon successful completion of all requirements. 
This printed program, therefore, should not be used to determine a student’s 
academic or degree status. The University’s official registry for conferral of degrees 
is the student’s academic record, maintained by the Registrar’s Office, 225 South 
6th Street, 9th Floor, Minneapolis, MN 55402.
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Alumni Association and Career Services
Congratulations on your graduation from Capella University.

Today marks an incredible achievement, but it’s only the beginning. The Capella University 
Alumni Association offers resources to help you keep moving forward. Whether you’re looking 
for professional development opportunities, career services, or ways to continue your academic 
research and growth, you can turn to us for support in this next stage of your journey. Visit 
us on Alumni Campus (capella.edu/welcomealumni) for help in creating and implementing a 
strategy to achieve your unique career goals.  

We wish you the best in all your future endeavors.   

Sincerely,
Alumni Association and Career Services

The Capella University Mace Origin and Use
At commencement, a mace symbolizes the 
authority of the Capella University president 
to award degrees. The mace precedes the 
president and chancel party in the ceremonial 
procession. Capella University’s mace has been 
in use since 2000. The head of the mace 
is a copper representation of the globe, topped 
by the Capella University emblem and motto. 
The globe is supported by a carved wooden 
shaft, is nearly three feet in length, and weighs 
four pounds. 

In medieval times, the mace was a fighting 
weapon effective at penetrating armor in 
battle. Composed of a shaft adorned with a 
heavy head studded with blades, the mace 
came to be associated with the protection of the sovereign rulers of England and France 
and was carried by the king’s sergeant-at-arms and other royal bodyguards. As long-range 
weapons were developed, such as the long bow and the musket, the mace became a 
ceremonial object. 

In the 13th century, the mace was featured in processions of city mayors and 
other dignitaries, and academic institutions began to use the mace in the pageantry 
of ceremonial occasions. Today, the British House of Commons and the U.S. House of 
Representatives have official maces as do most universities and colleges in the United 
States and abroad.

In Memoriam
LaTaurus Richardson – PhD in Psychology
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Academic Regalia Origin and Use
The academic regalia worn today originated in the Middle Ages. The distinctive gown served 
to set the faculty and students apart from other citizens. Until after the Civil War, students at 
most American universities wore caps and gowns daily. They varied in design until they were 
standardized by the American Intercollegiate Commission in 1894. Bachelor’s gowns were to 
be made of worsted material with pointed sleeves; master’s gowns of silk with long, closed 
sleeves; and doctor’s gowns of silk with longer sleeves, faced with black velvet from neck to 
back, and with three velvet bands around each sleeve above the elbow. Hoods are made of 
the same materials as the gowns, the length varying with the degree. The lining of the hood 
identifies the highest degree-granting university by its colors. Capella University’s regalia 
colors are red and black.

The border of the hood indicates the academic disciplines in which the degree is earned:

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD–all disciplines)

Royal blue Philosophy
 
PROFESSIONAL DOCTORATE, MASTER’S, BACHELOR’S DEGREES, AND CERTIFICATES

Drab  Business
Lemon yellow Technology
Light blue Education and Counseling
Peacock blue Public Service Leadership and Human Services
Apricot Nursing
Salmon pink Health
Gold Psychology
Citron Social Work

Academic Honors
Many of our graduates are wearing colored cords to signify that they are honors recipients. 
They have earned this distinction by maintaining a high grade point average and by completing 
other requirements for university honors.

Baccalaureate degrees with honors are conferred upon students who have earned the 
following grade point averages:

• summa cum laude, 3.850–4.000 GPA  (gold cord)
• magna cum laude, 3.750–3.849 GPA  (silver cord)
• cum laude, 3.500–3.749 GPA  (cardinal cord)

Master’s degrees with honors are conferred upon students who have earned a grade point 
average of 3.850 or higher. These graduates are wearing a bronze and gold double cord. 



C O M M E N C E M E N T  2 0 2 0     |    29

FlexPath
Although they do not wear honors cords, our FlexPath graduates should be commended on 
their outstanding achievement. Capella’s Academic Recognition Policy is founded solely upon 
achievements in grade point average, which is factored with an A-F grading system and a 
course’s credit value. Because FlexPath is competency based, direct assessment, and self-
paced, it has neither A–F grading nor fixed terms (which standardizes academic credit). So 
even though FlexPath requires strong academic performance, learners in this delivery model 
are not eligible for formal academic recognition.

Military Honors
In recognition of their service to our country, active-duty and veteran military-affiliated 
graduates may wear a red, white, and blue military cord with their regalia. This cord was created 
by Jostens and was introduced for the first time at Capella’s Winter 2016 commencement 
ceremonies. 

Please join us in thanking these graduates and their families for their service and sacrifice.

Psi Chi
Congratulations to the graduates of the Capella chapter of Psi Chi, the International Honor 
Society in Psychology. The mission of Psi Chi is to recognize and promote excellence in the 
science and application of psychology. Psi Chi members must achieve and maintain a rigorous 
GPA. Advisors and members of the Capella chapter of Psi Chi applaud you for reaching this 
milestone and as you move forward in the field of psychology.
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About Capella University 
Capella University offers undergraduate, graduate, and certificate programs in the fields of 
business, counseling, education, human services, information technology, nursing, psychology, 
public administration, public health, public safety, and social work, with 47 degrees programs 
and 123 specializations. Capella University was founded in 1993, and today serves more than 
39,000 learners in all 50 states and 49 countries or territories.

Capella University is named for the twin star Capella, which is a pair of stars orbiting a common 
center. The name represents our philosophy of learning as a dynamic and collegial partnership 
between Capella and our learners.

Our Mission
The mission of Capella University is to extend access to high-quality bachelor’s, master’s, 
specialist, doctoral, and certificate programs for adults who seek to achieve their personal and 
professional potential. This mission is fulfilled through innovative programs that are responsive 
to the needs of adults and involve active, engaging, challenging, relevant learning experiences.

Educational Philosophy
At Capella University, we believe education transforms people’s lives and society—immediately 
and permanently. The innovative, intentionally designed competency-based education we offer 
enables adult learners to meet challenges in their careers, lead and make new contributions in 
their disciplines, and reach their professional and personal goals. Our educational pathways 
respect existing expertise and allow learners to focus on what is essential, as they gain new 
competencies and expand on those they already have. The credentials they earn are signs of 
the professional relevancy, quality, and immediate applicability of their educational experience 
at Capella University and help to create new opportunities in the future. As partners in their 
education, we proudly serve the lifelong learning ambitions that allow our learners, alumni, their 
many communities, and our broader society to thrive. 

Accreditation
Capella University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission.
Higher Learning Commission contact information: https://www.hlcommission.org, 
800.621.7440

Capella University
Capella Tower 225 South Sixth Street, Ninth floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55402
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